
BENSON PARK POND FISH SPECIES 

Bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus) 

 

 From the Greek, lepomis means ‘scaled gill cover’ and macrochirus means 

‘large hand’, in reference to its body shape and size. 

 Average adult size 6 – 9 inches. 

 One of the most important forage fish (food for other fish) species in Nebraska’s 

flood control reservoirs. 

 Preferred habitat is in clear, quiet, warm waters with abundant rooted 

vegetation 

 Can spawn (reproduce) multiple times during the summer months. 

 Can lay between 10,000- 60,000 eggs per spawn 

 Males create nests in groups.  They sweep out circular depressions in the 

substrate of shallow water (1-4 feet), and care for and protect the eggs until they 

hatch. 

 Primary adult diet is aquatic insects. 

 Growth is very dependent on water temperature and subsequent food 

availability (for example, bluegill in Florida can grow 4 inches in the first year, 

while bluegill in Wisconsin may only reach 1.5 inches in same time) 

 When food is abundant, a bluegill can consume 1/3 of its body weight every 

week. 

 Identifying characteristics: Slab sided fish, small mouth (edge of mouth doesn’t 

reach the front of the eye), dark vertical bars on sides, ear flap is black, breast is 

yellow/orange, chin and lower part of gill cover is  blue  

 The Nebraska record for the largest bluegill caught is 2 lbs. 13 oz.  (The United 

States record is 4 lbs. 12 oz., nearly 5 pounds!  This record came from the 

southern United States, where the water is warm all year long.) 

 

  



Green sunfish (Lepomis cyanellus) 

  

 Found throughout the state in streams, rivers, ponds, and reservoirs. 

 Can tolerate turbidity, low oxygen levels, and high temperatures. 

 Distinguished from bluegill by its relatively large mouth. 

 Eats small fish and crayfish as well as aquatic insects 

 Nesting habits are similar to bluegill 

 Hybridization between bluegill and green sunfish is common 

 Identifying characteristics:  thick bodied and not as slab sided as bluegill (longer 

than round), blue streaks on the sides of the head, ear flap has orange/yellow 

tip, mouth is larger than a bluegills (the edge of the mouth reaches the front of 

the eye), fins tipped in yellow 

 The Nebraska state record is 1 lb. 8 oz. 

  



Rainbow trout Oncorhynchus mykiss 

  

 

  

 

 

 Not native to Nebraska’s waters 

 Requires cold water habitat; can’t survive in water temperatures over 70 

degrees 

 Requires well oxygenated water 

 Similar to catfish, trout have an adipose fin on their backs 

 Trout have very small scales 

 Average adult size is 8-15 inches, but can grow to 30 inches in good habitat 

 Eats mostly insects, snails, crayfish and sometimes small fish 

 Stocked seasonally in warm water ponds by NGPC for fishing opportunities 

 Can survive year-round in the cold water streams of western and north-central 

Nebraska.  

 Identifying characteristics: streamlined body, small black spots, pinkish stripe 

along sides 

 The Nebraska state record is 14 lbs. 2 oz.  



Channel catfish (Ictalurus punctatus) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Catfish do not have scales.  

 The spines on their dorsal and pectoral fins are sharp and serrated like a steak 

knife, and protect them from predators when they’re young. 

 Catfish have an extra fin on their backs called an adipose fin.  This fin is made of 

fatty tissue and doesn’t help them with locomotion like their other fins.  (trout 

also have an adipose fin) 

 When small, channel catfish often have dark spots on their back and sides.  

Catfish have barbels, which are fleshy ‘whiskers’ growing from the mouth or 

snout.  Barbels are a sensory organ used to help find food, and will not sting you. 

 This species is abundant in streams, rivers, reservoirs and ponds, and can be 

found around structure like rock piles and fallen trees. 

 Can tolerate turbidity.  

 Channel catfish primarily detect food with a sense of taste, using barbels and 

sensory organs (like taste buds) that cover their exposed skin. 

 Their eyes are comparatively small; channel catfish are not sight feeders. 

 Most movement and feeding occurs after sunset and before sunrise. 

 Channel catfish eat a wide variety of plant and animal material, including dead 

plants and animals scavenged from the lake floor. 

 Channel catfish will spawn in hollow logs and holes under rocks), and males will 

defend the nests. 

 Identifying characteristics:  distinguished from bullheads (another catfish 

species commonly found in Nebraska waters) by a deeply forked tail.  Larger 

channel catfish lack spots on their sides and are often confused with blue 

catfish but can be distinguished by a longer anal fin. 

 The Nebraska state record is 41 lbs. 8 oz!  



Largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Top predator in Nebraska’s flood control reservoirs, the primary water body 

type in Eastern Nebraska. 

 Piscivorous, and begin to consume fish when only 2 inches long 

 Distinguished by gape size – the mouth extends beyond the eye 

 Mature females will be larger than males 

 Can grow to 2 lbs in first year with abundant forage 

 Sight feeders, and prefer clear water 

 Prefer warm, quiet water 

 Often found near structure and vegetation boundaries waiting for prey 

 Seldom found deeper than light penetrates 

 Males are territorial and fiercely guard nests 

 Fry (newly hatched fish) will school, and males will provide protection of schools 

 In northern states, bass will live longer but not grow as large 

 Identifying characteristics: elongated body, very large mouth (edge of mouth 

reaches past the eye), green on top, white on bottom, dark stripe along sides 

 The Nebraska state record is 10 lbs 11 oz.  

  



DEFINITIONS 

 Turbidity:  measures the lack of transparency of water due to the presence of 

suspended particulates.  Flood control reservoirs can have high turbidity 

(“muddy” water) due to the large watersheds that drain into them 

 Piscivorous:  feeds on fish 


