
HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
FISH TALES 2015 

Upcoming Events 
 

Ice Fishing: Mahoney State Park,         
Ashland 

Saturday, January 9th  
1 p.m.- 4 p.m. 

Ice Fishing: Yanney Park, Kearny, NE 
Classroom Session*  

AND 
Ice Fishing Clinic 

Saturday, January 16th  
8 a.m.- 12 p.m. (Classroom Session) 

12 p.m. - 4 p.m. (On-Ice Clinic) 

 

Rod and Reel Maintenance Days: 
Aksarben Aquarium 

January 19th 
9:30 a.m. until finished 

 
Nebraska Outdoor Education Center 

(NOEC) 
January 27th 

9:30 a.m. until finished 
 

Lindsey Chizinski 
(on leave until April) 

 
Larry Pape 

Larry.Pape@nebraska.gov 
402-471-5447 

 
Tori Mullins 

Victoria.Mullins@nebraska.gov 
402-471-5591 

Thank You!  
The new year is right around the corner and we’ve got some 

events coming up, but first and foremost we want to say THANK 

YOU! We would not be able to get nearly as many people outside 

and fishing if it weren't for YOU! Over the past year, you’ve              

volunteered thousands of hours, 4,730 to be exact. Those hours 

were dedicated to 274 events that reached 22,300 people. We are 

all so grateful to have you as part of our team and we want to 

wish you all a wonderful holiday season!  

 

Rod-and-Reel Chili Feed 
It’s that time of year again. Another busy season has left our reels 

in need of some fresh line and tackle! Please join us while we     

repair and restring our equipment in preparation for the            

upcoming season. As always, we will be providing homemade 

chili and other treats. If you plan on attending either of the days, 

please email Tori.  

 

Ice Fishing Clinics 
This year we will be hosting two on-ice fishing clinics and one 

classroom clinic. Equipment is available on a first-come, first-

served basis. Hot cocoa and coffee will be served, too! Please   

contact Tori if you are interested in volunteering at any of these 

events. We had great success with our ice fishing clinic last year 

at Mahoney, and that was largely due to our volunteer support.  
 
 Name Tags 

We will be ordering a new batch of name 

tags soon. If you are in need of a name tag or 

have changed your name since receiving one, 

let us know and we will get you a new one 

ordered. You can send your name tag        

request to Tori. The deadline for requesting                  

 a new name tag will be January 15th.  



 

 

Will you tell me a little bit about your angling “career” so 

to speak? Did you learn to fish during your childhood or 

was it something that you picked up later in life? 

I’ve only started fishing in earnest in the last ten years or 

so, and am pretty much self-taught. Growing up, I was a 

tomboy, but back in those days, girls didn’t do things 

like fishing. My family wasn’t really outdoorsy, and    

neither my dad nor my brother fished. As I did more 

camping and hiking through the years, I gradually got 

hooked on fishing, and now I’m borderline obsessed. 

One of the things I enjoy most about fishing is the   

comradery among fishermen. I’ve learned so much from 

other anglers from the tips they’ve shared along the 

way.  

You’ve been a certified Youth Fishing Instructor for a 

little over a year. What is the most important aspect of 

the YFI program to you? 

Every time I do a YFI event, I think of how I would have 

loved to attend as a child, and could have possibly     

gotten into the outdoors and fishing sooner in life. But 

now with this program, kids without anglers in their 

family can at least have the first time experience and 

know if it’s for them. Even more important, it gets them 

to thinking that the food on their plates comes from 

something real and living. To get close, to touch and see 

a real fish and learn something about the food chain. 

The look of wonder, the big smiles at the first catch and 

the questions from the kids make it worth while for me.  

Do you have any memorable fishing events that really 

stand out as being your favorite?  

Two of my favorite events so far as a YFI were one for 

women and one for special needs kids. It’s my personal 

mission to get more women, especially younger women 

comfortable with wilderness sports. One of the women 

in my group was terrified of almost everything—the 

worm, the hook, the reel… Then she caught her first 

fish, and before you knew it she was shooing me away 

and doing it all herself. The session ended, and I    

couldn’t get her off the lake. It was great! The event for 

special needs kids was truly a family affair. So much  

positive energy - moms, dads, brothers and sisters    

catching fish, with lots of hollers and high fives.  

What kind of fishing is your favorite? Do you have a    

favorite fish? 

I mostly fish for bass. I just love how a big bass hits. 

Since I don’t usually fish off a boat, I scout areas with 

good cover and bank access. Recently, I bought a kayak, 

and like how you can slip into hard to reach fishing 

spots with it. If I’m bank fishing, sometimes I will find 

something disgusting to put on my hook, throw it on 

the bottom and fish for catfish, as well.  

What is  your best fish tale?! 

My favorite fishing tale involves the fish my husband 

caught. He will occasionally fish with me, but mostly it’s 

not his favorite thing, even though I’ve tried to convince 

him otherwise. So, while I’m working the bank, he’s 

content to stay in the same spot, or even sit and read! 

We were fishing a private lake when a very large 22” 

bass hit his lure. It was so much fun watching him play 

and land that fish (with some direction from me, of 

course). We had it for dinner that night and he said it 

tasted so much better than anything I ever caught. 

Don’t know if he’ll become a dedicated fisherman, but 

it’s a start. 

And lastly, if a young person came to you asking what the 

most important thing for living a good life is, what would 

you say? 

My advice to a young person would be to appreciate the 

small moments— moments of success, moments of  

failure, moments of love. Fishing helps you do that, I 

think. It teaches you to enjoy the simple act of sitting in 

a boat with someone that you love (or at least like) and 

having a conversa-

tion. It teaches you 

that it’s okay to be 

out there in         

miserable weather 

and come home 

empty handed. It 

teaches you about 

the tenacity it takes 

to go back out, and 

to go back out again, 

and get that fish.  

Instructor Spotlight: Mary Kay Wolf 
Interviewed by Tori Mullins 


