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Trout in the Classroom Knowledge Survey    ID Number: ___________________ 

Please do not sign your name to this worksheet.  Your teacher will assign you an ID number so that your answers 

will be anonymous.   

Circle the correct answer to each question. In the box next to each question, place a check mark  if you are sure 

about your answer.  If you guessed, place a question mark in the box  ?  .  If you do not have enough information 

to guess, place a dash in the box  –  .   
 

1. A fish’s scale is used by Nebraska Game and Parks Commission fisheries biologists to determine the 

___________________ of a fish. 

a. Sex 

b. Health 

c. Age 

d. Color 

 

2. Nebraska Game and Parks fisheries biologists study fish because ______________________________. 

a. They want to know exactly how many fish live in Nebraska’s streams and ponds. 

b. They like to eat fish and spend time on boats. 

c. They want to improve and protect habitat so that the streams and ponds in Nebraska have healthy 

fish populations.  

 

3. When a rainbow trout lays eggs, how many does she lay?  

a. 20 

b. 200 

c. 2000 

d. Trout don’t lay eggs 

 

4. Which of the following activities could reduce the number of trout eggs that survive to be adult fish? 

a. A group of friends goes fly-fishing 

b. Crops are planted next to a trout stream 

c. Underwater vegetation dies off   

d. All of the above 

e. None of the above 

 

5. Nebraska state fish hatcheries raise rainbow trout because these fish do not _____________________ in most 

Nebraska lakes and streams. 

a. Swim  

b. Reproduce 

c. Hibernate  

d. Feed 
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6. The water in a local farm pond has ____________ oxygen in the cool temperatures of early-spring than in the 

heat of mid-summer. 

a. More 

b. Less 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Which species would be affected by removing plankton from the pond pictured above? 

a. Largemouth bass 

b. Crayfish 

c. Turtle 

d. All of the above 

e. None of the above 

  

Illustrator: Barbara Harmon 
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8. Channel catfish and bluegill are both fish, but are very different in appearance and behavior.  These differences 

represent adaptations to ________________________. 

a. Habitats 

b. Food availability 

c. Predators  

d. All of the above 

e. None of the above 

 

9. What is the purpose of a swim bladder? 

a. To help a fish breathe 

b. To help a fish digest food 

c. To help a fish float or sink 

d. To help a fish hear underwater 

 

10. The _____________________ helps fish to feel movement and sound vibrations in water. 

a. Dorsal fin 

b. Kidney 

c. Lateral line 

d. Gill 

 

11. At what age do you need a fishing permit to fish in Nebraska? 

a. Never 

b. 21 

c. 12 

d. 16 

 

12. Money from fishing permits is used to:  

a. Improve shorelines to reduce erosion 

b. Stock fish in Nebraska’s streams and ponds 

c. Build cabins at state parks 

d. Plant trees 

e. A and B 

f. C and D 

 

13. Bag limits are fishing laws that define the ___________ of fish you are allowed to keep when you go fishing. 

a. number 

b. species 

c. size 

 

14. Who is responsible for obeying Nebraska’s fishing regulations? 

a. Only people over the age of 15. 

b. Only people who are Nebraska residents. 

c. Everyone who fishes in Nebraska waters. 

d. Only retired people. 
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15. Aquatic invertebrates are good indicators of water quality.  Which of these aquatic invertebrates would only be 

found in clean, well oxygenated water? 

a. Mayfly larva 

b. Water boatman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16. Which of the following can damage water quality in streams and ponds? 

a. Small bits of soil, sand or clay  

b. Lawn and garden fertilizer 

c. Dish detergent 

d. All of the above 

e. None of the above 

 

17. Which of the following is a good example of a non-point pollution source? 

a. An oil spill 

b. Chemicals released in waste water from a factory 

c. Runoff of gasoline and oil from streets and parking lots 

 

18. In an aquarium, the filter removes waste products like nitrites and ammonia that can affect water quality.  Which 

of the following acts like a natural ‘filter’ for pollutants entering trout streams or ponds? 

a. Wetland 

b. Parking lot 

c. Cornfield 

 

19. Trout eat:  

a. Mayflies 

b. Minnows 

c. Fish eggs 

d. All of the above 

e. None of the above 

 

20. Trout cannot survive in _______________ water. 

a. Cold 

b. Warm 

 

21. Are rainbow trout a native Nebraska species? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

mayfly larva water boatman 


