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In an effort to determine attendance, participant demographics, fishing 

engagement, marketing response, and general program satisfaction; a survey for 

Family Fishing events in 2014 was conducted. Similar to the survey conducted in 

2011, this survey served to evaluate the overall effectiveness of the Family Fishing 

Program. 

Summary 
Count surveys revealed that 3,059 participants attended 53 Family Fishing events 

at 35 separate locations in the spring, summer, and fall of 2014. Event participant 

attendance ranged from 0 to 452 people, with an average attendance of 58 

people. The family group size ranged from 1 to 6 people, with the majority 

attending as groups of 2 to 4. The majority of participation was from youths 4 to 

14 years old, and attended events with persons aged 25 to 90 years old. There 

were few participants aged 15 to 24. Participation by males was over twice the 

participation by females in the younger ages. Of the participants aged 25 to 90 

years old there were slightly more women than men participating.  

 



About one fourth of all participants had never fished before 

attending the event, and over 98% said they would fish 

again. Virtually all children in the 5 to 14 age group 

participated as anglers. The majority of young adult and 

older adults participated by assisting (50%) while 32% of 

adults actively fished. Only 40% of participants over 16 

years possessed a permit and 66% of participants aged 16 

and older that actively fished at the event possessed a 

fishing permit.  

Newspapers were the highest cited specific means of learning about Family 

Fishing events and were also the most frequently used advertising mediums. 

Attendance of individual events was proportional to the publicity effort. 

Comments by participants indicated they liked the helpful, knowledgeable and 

friendly staff. Participants stated that they attended for the opportunity to learn 

about fishing, the assistance offered, and the opportunity to engage in activities 

with their families. Several participants asked for more Family Fishing events 

either in the same location or to have them take place in more locations. 
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Summary 
Count surveys revealed that 3,059 participants attended 53 Family Fishing events at 35 separate 

locations in the spring, summer, and fall of 2014. Event participant attendance ranged from 0 to 452 

people, with an average attendance of 58 people. The family group size ranged from 1 to 6 people, with 

the majority attending as groups of 2 to 4. The majority of participation was from youths 4 to 14 years 

old, and attended events with persons aged 25 to 90 years old. There were few participants aged 15 to 

24. Participation by males was over twice the participation by females in the younger ages. Of the 

participants aged 25 to 90 years old there were slightly more women than men participating. 

About one fourth of all participants had never fished before attending the event, and over 98% said they 

would fish again. Virtually all children in the 5 to 14 age group participated as anglers. The majority of 

young adult and older adults participated by assisting (50%) while 32% of adults actively fished. Only 

40% of participants over 16 years possessed a permit and 66% of participants aged 16 and older that 

actively fished at the event possessed a fishing permit. 

Newspapers were the highest cited specific means of learning about Family Fishing events and were also 

the most frequently used advertising mediums. Attendance of individual events was proportional to the 

publicity effort. 

Comments by participants indicated they liked the helpful, knowledgeable and friendly staff. 

Participants stated that they attended for the opportunity to learn about fishing, the assistance offered, 

and the opportunity to engage in activities with their families. Several participants asked for more 

Family Fishing events either in the same location or to have them take place in more locations. 
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A. Family Fishing Events – Background 
Family Fishing Nights began in the summer of 2008 as a series of events where families were invited to 

join the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission Fisheries staff at urban lakes to learn how to fish. It had 

been recognized through other educational fishing programs that there is a need to not only help youth 

learn to fish, but also to help parents who want to help their children fish. Ten events were held that 

summer in Lincoln and Omaha with the promise of free use of fishing equipment, bait and most 

importantly, assistance. Attendance this first year was generally low with about ten people per event. 

But, the positive response by parents was encouraging, so they have been continued annually, and in 

2014, fifty-three events were held. 

B. Survey Methods 
The purpose of this survey was to determine; event participation count, age, gender, group size, 

participant fishing engagement and activity level, marketing response, and general program satisfaction. 

The survey type, form, and questions were adapted from the survey conducted in 2011 which was 

originally created by consultation with Dustin Martin of the University of Nebraska – Lincoln, College of 

Natural Resources. Survey counts and questionnaire distribution were attempted at all Family Fishing 

Events when possible or practical (Table 1). Count and survey distribution were not attempted when the 

event was not predominately an NGPC sponsored Family Fishing Event. 

a. Participant count 
In order to determine the approximate number of people attending Family Fishing Events, counts of all 

persons in the area of the event were made prior to the event and at approximately one hour interval 

during the event. Generally, two or three counts were made during each event, with the pre-event 

count ½ hour before and subsequent counts starting ½ to 1 hour after the event start time. The area of 

the event was considered to be within a reasonable distance of the main event site, and advertised 

areas included in the events activities. All persons in the event area were counted, regardless of their 

involvement or activity in the event. 

b. Participant survey 
The Family Fishing Event Survey was in the form of an 8.5”x11” sheet of paper (Appendix a). One side 

contained questions that were broken down into four sections, and the reverse contained information 

about the Family Fishing Event program, survey information/instructions, and NGPC contact 

information. The survey question page was designed to capture information on attending groups of 

participants and individuals within the group. The first two sections of each survey had space to gather 

information on up to six individuals in a group. Sections 3 and 4 captured information on the group as a 

whole. 

Family Fishing Event Surveys were distributed to an adult in each apparent participant-group. Surveys 

were folded and placed in pre-addressed and postage paid envelopes to NGPC Lincoln Headquarters 

Office. Instruction on proper answer completion and return were verbally given to the adult recipient of 

the survey. 



Along with a survey, a flier containing social media information was included in the envelopes that were 

distributed to each group (Appendix b). This “Next Step” flier was created with the intention for 

participants to use the information contained in the NGPC Family Fishing webpage, the Family Fishing 

facebook page, and the Family Fishing feature of the NGPC Fishing and Hunting mobile app, to go fishing 

with their families outside of Family Fishing Events. The NGPC Family Fishing web page featured an 

interactive map of Nebraska detailing all Family Fishing Event dates, times, and locations. The facebook 

page also provided detailed information about upcoming events and also housed photos from previous 

events. The facebook page was also means to remind those that had liked the page about upcoming 

events a few days prior to their taking place. The mobile app gave detailed information about how to 

target specific fish species at fifteen “Family Friendly Lakes” (appendix c). These lake included: Holmes 

Lake – Lincoln, Halleck Park – Papillion, Terry’s Pit – Scottsbluff, Fort Kearny – Kearney, Skyview Lake – 

Norfolk, Pawnee Park East – Columbus, Yanney Park – Kearney, State Lake #3 – Fremont, Recharge Lake 

– York, Benson Park – Omaha, Walnut Creek – Papillion, Bowling Lake – Lincoln, Pawnee SRA – Lincoln, 

Maloney SRA – North Platte, and Mormon Island SRA – Grand Island. This feature provided details about 

upcoming Family Fishing events as well. 

C. Results 

a. Participant Count 
Participant counts were conducted at all 53 Family Fishing Events (Table 1). Thirteen events had one 

count, two events had two counts, and four events had three counts taken during the event. Two events 

did not have a pre-count taken. All other events had four counts taken. 

Pre-event counts ranged from 0 to 34 persons. The mean average was 6 persons. No determination was 

made whether these were early attending event participants or independent anglers. 

It was recognized that many participants arrived and departed within the time period of the event. 

Therefore, event count numbers only reflect those present at a given point in time during the event, and 

actual total attendance is likely greater than any count reported. The following count data is the 

greatest value if multiple counts were made. 

Participant counts ranged from 0 to 452 (Table 1), with a mean average of 58 persons per event. The 

total participant count for the 53 events was 3,059 persons.  

Two events had particularly high count numbers; Carp-O-Rama on June 21st had a count of 383 persons 

(estimated total attendance was 400 to 500 persons). Carp-O-Rama was a highly publicized event in its 

ninth year and historically has high numbers of participants. The Lake Halleck event on July 10th had a 

count of 452 persons. This event was highly publicized in the Omaha Area by Greg Wagner in 

cooperation with WOWT, Channel Six of Omaha.  

Excluding these two events with high counts, the average for the remaining 51 events is 44 persons per 

event. 



Lincoln and Omaha typically have more participants per event than those held in other parts of the 

state. This may be attributable to greater population numbers, the events have been held for four years 

versus two, and increased publicity contact by staff located in these areas. 

Lincoln’s two lake venues (i.e. Holmes and Bowling) had eight survey-counted events with a range from 

12 to 158 and mean average of 78 persons per event, and total participation of 625 persons. Holmes 

Lake averaged 89 persons per event for five survey-counted events. Bowling Lake averaged 61 persons 

per event for three survey-counted events. 

Metro-Omaha’s three lake venues (i.e. Benson, Halleck, and Walnut Creek) had eight survey-counted 

events with a range of 22 to 452 and mean average of 133 persons per event, and total participation of 

1,061 persons. Mean average persons per event and number of events (Na,Ne) for the Metro-Omaha 

lakes are Benson (38,2), Halleck (161,5), and Walnut Creek (97,1). 

Four events in Kearney, two at Yanney , one at Cottonmill, and one at Fort Kearny Lakes, attracted 54, 

12, 22, and 37 persons, respectively. 

Three events in Grand Island/ Gibbon area, two at Mormon Island State Park and one at Windmill SRA 

attracted 67, 56, and 27 persons, respectively. 

Two events in North Platte at the city pond attracted 17 and 42 persons. 

Two events in Scottsbluff attracted 20 and 30 persons. 

Two events in Columbus attracted 12 and 38 persons. 

Two events in Fremont at State Lake #3 and Johnson Lake attracted 7 and 48 persons, respectively. 

Two events near York at Recharge Lake attracted 37 and 24 persons. 

The first year of a Carp-O-Rama event at Lake Maloney SRA, near North Platte, was held in July which 

attracted 123 participants. 

Two events at Auburn attracted 3 and 28 persons. 

Two events at Curtis attracted 40 and 9 persons. 

One event at O’Neill attracted 33 persons. 

One event at Norfolk attracted 15 persons. 

One event near Tekamah at Summit Lake attracted 10 persons. 

One event at McCook attracted 9 persons. 

One event in Falls City attracted 2 persons. 

One event in Ogallala attracted 7 persons. 



One event in Humbolt attracted 0 persons. 

One event in Ord attracted 8 persons. 

One event in Hastings attracted 2 persons. 

One event in Seward attracted 40 persons. 

One event in Broken Bow attracted 53 persons. 

One event in Lexington attracted 35 persons. 

One event in Holdrege attracted 19 persons. 

One event in Nebraska City attracted 0 persons. 

b. Survey returns 
The total number of surveys distributed at each event was not recorded. There were 128 surveys 

returned. Each of the 128 surveys was at least partially completed and usable for some portion of 

analysis. The most common omission was that of adult participant information when it was known that 

there were adults present within the group. 

c. Participant age 
In the first section of the survey, birth year was requested for all participants in the group. There were 

118 usable surveys that had this question answered properly. There were 385 individual ages given in 

the 118 surveys. 

The age distribution of participants ranges from 1 to 90 years old. Figure 1 shows the distribution of the 

ages of participants. 

The proportional distribution of participants shows that the majority of persons (54%) are children from 

ages 0 through 14 years old (Figure 2). The largest represented age group is by those of 5 through 9 

years of age accounting for 26%. There is an apparent decline in participation beginning at 10 years old 

with representation at 13% for those 10 through 14 years old. A dramatic decline in participation occurs 

with children reaching 16 years old, with ages 15 through 19 represented by only 1 % of participants. 

The smallest proportional age group was young adults, ages 15 through 19 and 20 through 24, with each 

only representing 1 % of participants. 

An increase by participation by young adults begins at 25 years old and continues through those aged 

44. Participants aged 30 through 44 represent 24% of participants. 

At age 45, participation declined to where the six age groups from age 44 through 70+ averages 3% per 

group, or 18% of all participants. 

 



d. Participant gender 
In the first section of the survey, gender was requested for all participants in the group. There were 128 

usable surveys that had this question filled in properly. There were 407 individual genders given in the 

128 surveys. 

Females represented 41% of all participants. Males represented 59% of all participants. 

Figure 3 shows the proportional distribution of participant’s gender by 5 year age groups. For youth, 

ages 1 through 19, males represented 38% of all participants, while females were considerably fewer at 

17% of all participants. Within these age groups of children, males represented 69%, while females 

represented 31% of participants. For youth 4 and younger, males outranked females 73% to 27%. 

For young adults, ages 20 through 44, females represented 16% of all participants, while males were 

fewer at 12% of all participants. Within this age group of young adults, females represented 58%, while 

males represented 42% of participants. 

Males represented 54% and females represented 46% of participants for those 45 and older. 

e. Participant event activity 
Section 1 also asked the group; to indicate how each individual participated in the event. This question 

was then divided into three potential responses to be checked by the respondent for each participant; 

Angler – actively fished, Assisted Angler – helped, but did not fish, and Observer – in group, but did not 

participate in fishing. The following is reported in four age categories; young children – 0 through 9, 

older children – 10 through 19, young adults – 20 through 44, and older adults – 45+. There were 405 

responses to this question on 129 surveys. 

For young children, ages 0 through 9, there were 153 responses, 91% actively fished, 3% assisted and 6% 

observed (Figure 4). 

For older children, ages 10 through 19, there were 53 responses, 92% actively fished and 2% each, 

assisted or observed (Figure 5). 

For young adults, ages 20 through 44, there were 105 responses, 30% actively fished, 52% assisted and 

18% observed (Figure 6). 

For particpants, ages 45+, there were 64 responses, 34% actively fished, 50% assisted and 16% observed 

(Figure 7). 

f. Participant group-size 
While not a question on the survey, participant group size can be extrapolated from the return surveys. 

There were 128 surveys appropriate for calculating this value. Group size ranged from 1 to 6 participants 

(Figure 8). Groups of 2 through 4 participants were the most predominate consisting of 93 of 128 (72%). 

Groups of 3 participants were the highest with 36 of 128 (28%). 

 



g. Participant engagement in fishing 
The second section of the survey sought to discover each participant’s engagement in fishing through 

questions asking if the person had fished before, will they fish again, had they attended a previous 

Family Fishing Events, and if they had a Nebraska fishing permit. 

i. Fished before 

The second section of the survey asked the participant; “Has the person fished before?” This question 

was divided into a yes or no response to be checked for each participant. The following is reported in 

four age categories (Figure 9); young children – 0 through 9, older children – 10 through 19, young 

adults – 20 through 44, and those 45 and older. There were 372 responses on 120 surveys. 

For young children, Ages 0 through 9, there were 151 responses, 72% had fished before and 28% had 

not. For older children, ages 10 through 19, there were 53 responses, 87% had fished before and 13% 

had not. 

For young adults, ages 20 through 44, there were 100 responses, 97% had fished before and 3% had not. 

For those 45 and older, 93% had fished before and 7% had not. This age group consisted of 68 

respondents. 

ii. Fish again 

Participants were asked; “Will the person go fishing again?” This question was divided into a yes or no 

response to be checked for each participant. There were 372 responses from 128 surveys, of which 96% 

indicated they will go fishing again. There were 14 individuals who stated that they did not plan to fish 

again. Of these 14 individuals only 4 expressed themselves as an “angler” in the previous question. All of 

these 4 individuals were males; 23, 78, 79, and 90 years old. Of the 14 persons who indicated that they 

would not fish again, all but 3 were over the age of 50. 

iii. Event attendance 

Participants were asked whether they attended a Family Fishing Event the previous year as well as if 

they had previously attended an event earlier in 2014. These questions were divided into a yes or no 

response to be checked for each participant. There were 322 responses from 128 surveys for whether 

they attended an event last year (2013), of which 25% indicated they had attended a previous event and 

75% had not. There were 372 responses on 128 surveys for whether they attended a previous event in 

2014, of which 12% indicated that they had, 88% indicated that they had not. 

iv. Fishing permit 

Section 2 included a question asking; “If the person is 16 or older, do they have a Nebraska Fishing 

Permit?” This question was divided into a yes or no response to be checked for each participant (Figure 

10). The following is reported in three age categories; older children – 16 through 19, young adults – 20 

through 44, and those 45 and older. There were 168 responses to this question on 128 surveys. 

For older children, ages 16 through 19, there were three responses, 0% had permits. One participant 

classified themselves as an observer, and two participants classified themselves as anglers. 



For young adults, ages 20 through 44, there were 100 responses, 38% had permits and 62% did not.  

For those 45 and older, there were 68 responses, 46% had permits and 64% did not.  

Eleven young adults that participated as an angler in the ages 20 through 40 group responded they did 

not have a permit. Six that participated as an angler in the 45 and older group responded they did not 

have a permit. 

h. Event awareness 
A variety of media sources were used to distribute information on Family Fishing events. The third 

section of the survey asks the participant; “How did your group hear about this event? (Check all that 

apply, specify if possible)”. Ten choices are given; Newspaper, Poster/ Flyer, Television, NGPC Website, 

Facebook, Twitter, Mobile App, Radio, Organization, and Other. Space was given to include comment for 

“Organization” and “Other”. There were 154 responses from 38 events. 

In descending order of rate of response; Newspaper 28, Other 28, NGPC Website 21, Organization 18, 

Facebook 16, Television 8, Radio 8, Twitter 2, and Mobile app 0. 

Newspaper was cited 28 times on surveys returned from 20 of 53 events. The highest response was 4 

cites for the Holmes Lake event on July 9th. The second highest was 3 cites for the Holmes Lake event on 

August 13th.  

The category other was cited 28 times on surveys returned from 15 of 53 events. Specifications from this 

response included: friends, family, state employees, word of mouth, other websites, and by attending 

similar events. 

 A poster or flyer was cited 25 times on survey returned from 16 of 53 events.  

Nebraska Games and Parks website was cited 21 times on survey returned from 11 of 53 events. 

 Learning about events through an organization was cited 18 times on survey returned from 15 of 53 

events. Specifications from this response included: recreational centers, scouting, schools, churches, 

Nebraska Fish and Game Association, YMCA, and libraries.  

Facebook was cited 16 times on surveys returned from 9 of 53 events.  

Television was cited 8 times on surveys returned from 5 of 53 events.  

Radio was cited 8 times on surveys returned from 7 of 53 events. Twitter was cited 2 times on surveys 

returned from 2 of 53 events. 

i. Comment questions (see Appendix b for list of comments to questions in the 

fourth section of the survey) 

i. What did you like about today’s event? 

There were 116 surveys with answers to this question. 



Approximately 73 had positive comments regarding instruction or the functioning of instruction. Many 

of these comments were written on the knowledge, friendliness and helpfulness of the instructors. 

Nineteen comments specifically addressed the friendliness of staff (e.g. This is great for families! The 

staff helped me fix my rod twice, line was catching. They offered tips and were super friendly and 

helpful with my daughter.) Several comments were positive about the fishing instruction and 

information shared (e.g. Materials and instruction provided. Assistance available out where fishing  was 

occurring). 

Approximately 40 had comments on equipment. All of which expressed appreciation of the use of some 

form of equipment –rods, reels, bait, etc (e.g. I liked how all the gear was provided, ready, and well 

cared for.) Thirteen noted the free use of equipment (e.g. It was free, lots of poles available, lots of fish, 

lots of bait.  The kids both caught a fish!.) Two appreciated the receipt of a fishing pole given away as 

prizes (e.g. The drawing for the free poles was fun…) 

Seven commented on how well the events were organized (e.g. Very organized; great location.) 

ii. What can we improve? 

There were 77 surveys with answers to this question. 

Approximately 67 had general responses that were positive comments (e.g. “Nothing - it was great.”) 

Sixty-eight comments pertained to better advertising of the events, with two wanting better directions 

to the event, and ten suggested having more events. 

Several commented, although somewhat jokingly, to have more, bigger and hungrier fish. 

Regarding the staff; five wanted more assistance and stated; “More assistants interacting with families”. 

Another commented; “More talking and helping kids. There needs to be encouragement to come back.” 

iii. What information about fishing would be valuable? 

There were 56 surveys with answers to this question. 

The answers to this question were evenly divided between requesting information on places to fish, 

what to fish for, specifics about fish and what fish are available, and fishing rules and regulations. 

Some requested basic information, such as; “List of fishing places that has good and easy access to fish 

that are local.” 

Others requested more advanced information, such as; “What are the best bait for different fishes. Tips 

and techniques for increase success in fishing.” 

iv. Other comments or suggestions? 

There were 73 surveys with answers to this question. 

Most comments were positive about the events, complimenting the program, stating the family fun 

value, and the appreciation of the outdoor activity. The aspect of the event as a family activity was 



included in eleven comments (e.g. “Great event! My son always asks to go fishing but I’m never sure 

where to go or what bait to use. This made it easy...”) 

D. Discussion 
Family Fishing Events in 2014 included 53 occasions where families were invited to join Nebraska Game 

and Parks Commission staff and volunteers to learn how to fish. With the exception of one day time 

event, 49 of these events were evening programs (Family Fishing Nights) where NGPC staff and/ or 

volunteers invited participants to join them at urban lakes in Lincoln, Omaha (metro area), Kearney, 

Grand Island, Columbus, Norfolk, North Platte, Auburn, Falls City, McCook, O’Neill, Curtis, Ogallala, 

Humboldt, Ord, Fremont, Broken Bow, Seward, Lexington, Holdrege, Nebraska City, York, and 

Scottsbluff. Typically two hours long, these events supplied free loaner fishing equipment, bait and 

assistance. Advertised locally, these were promoted as opportunity for people who had never fished or 

hadn’t fished for years. Two Family Fishing Events promised the same, but were companion to other 

events, or in the case of Carp-O-Rama events, a much larger and unique style event.  

A two-part survey was conducted at Family Fishing Events in 2014. Count of the number of participants 

at Family Fishing Events was conducted at all 53 events to determine the number of persons 

participating in the events. Questionnaire surveys were returned from 38 of the 53 events to determine 

age, gender, group size, and home location demographics, fishing engagement, marketing response, and 

general program satisfaction. 

Family Fishing Event Attendance 
Family Fishing Events in the summer of 2014 were attended by over 3,000 people, according to survey 

counts. In actuality, the total number of participants at any event, and as a summer total can be 

estimated higher as the count does not consider the arrival and departure of participants during the 

course of events. While the difference may or may-not be significant, there is no way to quantify a larger 

number but we estimate it was about 10% higher than the counts. Regardless, it can be appreciated that 

Family Fishing Events engaged greater than 3,000 people in fishing as a family recreational activity. 

The average number of participants at a Family Fishing Event was approximately 58 persons, but the 

actual attendance number was highly variable, ranging from 0 to well over 400. The reason for this 

variability is due to several factors, some controllable, some not. For example, a number of our events 

early in the year such as the trout Family Fishing Night at Holmes Lake in March experienced cold 

temperatures and snow, resulting in few participants attending. In reality though, the expectation of 

having regular attendance of large numbers of people (e.g. greater than 100 persons per event) is not 

probable, practical, nor is it a good idea for all events. For example, some event locations have a small 

water which would not accommodate as many as 100 participants. 

The greatest controllable factor affecting the number of participants at each individual event appears to 

be the amount of publicity announcing the event. Events that are highly publicized and promoted, such 

as the July 10th Family Fishing Night event at Halleck Park, are generally attended by more people. The 

July 10th event was affected by the promotion of popular Omaha celebrities and local television station 



(WOWT). Other popular events, such as Carp-O-Rama, received television, radio, newsprint and poster 

support for a huge turnout estimated at over 400-500 participants (survey count, 383). 

Newsprint advertising was the most cited specific source participants gave for being notified about 

events. We used varying degrees of newsprint, radio, television and posters for some, but not all events. 

Observationally, it appears that poster advertising work well to introduce the program and events 

through organizations, business, and local government establishments. Organization publications such 

as public schools notifications were cited. These are particularly valuable considering that school 

children and their parents are our target audience. Organization publications are also comparatively 

inexpensive or free. 

The Family Fishing Nebraska facebook page was launched in March 2014. Facebook is a medium 

popularly used by people of many ages to share ideas as well as organize events. We believe this is a 

valuable tool for outreach to our target audience, e.g. parents with young children. The page was 

intended to ask as a source for the public to not only find out information about upcoming Family 

Fishing events but also a place for people to leave feedback about their experiences at an event and to 

view photos from previous events. As of December 2014 the Family Fishing facebook page had received 

911 “likes” (people following the page) and 8,269 photo views from 33 Family Fishing Event albums. 

Three paid facebook ad sets were run in 2014 to promote users to like the Family Fishing Nebraska 

facebook page. The first ad ran from June 23 through June 27. This ad had 518 post engagements 

(number of actions as a result of the ad), a reach of 16,245 (number of people the ad was served to), 

961 clicks (number of clicks anywhere on the ad), and resulted in 133 page likes. The second ad ran from 

July 6 to July 16. This ad had 1,659 post engagements, a reach of 36,654, 3,177 clicks, and resulted in 

327 page likes. The third ad ran from August 1 – August 14. This ad had 2,878 post engagements, a reach 

of 57,322, 5,897 clicks, and resulted in 473 page likes. 

The Family Fishing feature was introduced to the NGPC Fishing and Hunting mobile app in May 2014. As 

of December 2014 over 2,600 interactions by individuals with the Family Fishing feature were counted. 

Information available through the feature included fishing suggestions for selected lakes, map locations 

(1,041 interactions), and a “Trophy Case” feature that allows users to upload photos of themselves with 

fish that were caught (304 interactions).  It should be noted that the number of interactions does not 

signify that the users were actively using these resources. Rather, it indicates individuals accessing the 

content. Through our personal interaction with the mobile app we found it to be unreliable at best with 

frequent crashed and long load times. Whether the public is actively using the Family Fishing feature of 

this app remains in question. 

Generally it appears that the best exposure for events is an early season media contact about the events 

through newspaper, newsletter or poster, with a pre-event newspaper and facebook notification within 

a week before the event. 

The popularity of specific event sites, historically, is a second factor affecting attendance. Such sites 

located in popular urban areas have key factors in common. In most circumstances all of these sites are 

easy to access and fishing can be achieved only a short distance from the parking lot. These sites also 



offer ample opportunity to land fish. There is a large human population in the surrounding area. Lastly, 

there have been Family Fishing Nights hosted at these locations in previous years. (i.e. Holmes and 

Halleck had Family Fishing Night events for 5 years prior to 2014). 

Many of the site that have had held events in previous years have maintained a high number of 

participants (observationally). Sites that are considered to dependably have a “good” turnout (> 40 

participants) include both of the lakes in Lincoln as well as in Papillion and Omaha. Each of these five 

sites was utilized for at least one year, previously. Other sites to note particularly well attended events 

include, Mormon Island SRA (Grand Island), Yanney Park (Kearney), Johnson Lake (Fremont), and 

Melham Park (Broken Bow). Both Johnson Lake and Melham Park were particularly exciting due it being 

the first year we utilized these locations. 

Weather is the greatest uncontrollable factor affecting attendance. Rain, cold, and heat seem to be the 

greatest deterrence. We believe the low attendance at many of the early spring and late fall events 

(Auburn, Humboldt, Nebraska City etc…) are at least partially a result of cold weather and snow.  On 

more than one occasion when participants were asked what we could improve at events they jokingly 

responded with “the weather”. 

Facilitating participants who attend our bigger events with enough fishing instructors continues to be an 

effort. We have learned from previous years that the number of fishing instructors required to operate 

an event varies depending on location, number of participants, the average level of fishing experience 

by participants, and the average parent to child ratio of participants. However, on average, with four or 

five staff we can help up-to about 30 to 40 participants. Increasing the participants by every 10-20 will 

require an increase of one staff member. Thus, an attendance of 100 will require about 8-10 staff. 

“Helpful staff”, is frequently quoted by participants when asked what they liked best about the event. 

We must have adequate staff to ensure participants are pleased. In 2014 we were very fortunate in that 

we always had adequate staff. We were lucky to anticipate high attendance events based upon site and 

publicity expectations, and responded well. For 2015 we must be diligent to maintain volunteer and 

NGPC staff support to always ensure we have adequate staff. Employee Outreach was instituted this 

year allowing for the coordination of help from NGPC staff agency-wide for events dedicated to 

education the public. A large number of NGPC staff receiving Employee Outreach credit through Family 

Fishing Nights attended those events that were in the Lincoln and Omaha area and later in the season. 

We believe this to be the optimal situation due to public attendance being particularly high in this 

situation. We must also maintain NGPC Administration support that allows and promotes all agency 

staff the opportunity to attend. 

Who Participated at Family Fishing Events 
Family Fishing Events were promoted to attract families, and the age data appears to indicate this is who 

attended and with a specific pattern to the family unit. There were two peaks in participation numbers 

for the age data; one grouped around 8 years old and the second from 35 to 40 years old. While no 

relationship data was collected, we can guess that the first are the children of the latter. The majority of 

participants attended as groups of two to five, with one or two adults escorting two to four youth. With 



respect to comparison to US average age distribution; young children attendance far exceeded the 

norm, middle aged adults were about equal and young adults and older adults fell below the norm. 

Older children, age 15 to 19, and young adults, aged 20 to 24 were effectively absent form Family 

Fishing Events, representing less than 5% of attendance. This is not surprising given the events were 

designed for, and advertised toward family attendance. For the older children and young adults, this is 

not likely an event they would enjoy attending with a parent. For young adults, if they have children, 

they are likely too young to participate. If we are to reach these age groups, this is not the type of 

program to expect to engage them with. 

In the case of young children, ages 5 through 14, girls attending events were outnumbered by boys by a 

ratio of 3:7. This may reflect traditional gender biases about fishing as a male activity. Interestingly, this 

ratio is far greater than the findings of the 2011 Family Fishing Surveys which reported a ratio of 2:3 of 

girls to boys in this age group. For the group considered to be parents, age 25 through 44, women 

slightly outnumbered men by a ratio of 31:24. This is encouraging because women are traditionally 

family activity initiators, and have clearly shed the male gender bias of fishing, and desire to introduce 

their children to the activity. For future events we know we can market and promote outside of the 

traditional fishing male-gendered community and expect to attract participants. 

How People Participated at Family Fishing Events 
Young children, particularly those ages 5 through 14 came to the events to fish, and 99% said they 

would fish again. A surprising majority of young kids said they had fished before, but over one fifth were 

fishing for the first time. About half of the parents helped their children fish, and another third fished 

along with their children. This proportion is nearly identical to the findings of the 2011 survey. Only 

about a 40% of all participants over 16 had fishing permits, and of those participating as an angler and 

requiring a permit, about 24% did not have one. We always attempted to communicate through 

promotional materials and at events that all angling participants requiring a permit must have one, but 

we did not apparently do this well, or were disregarded. We do know that participants were often 

surprised to hear that they needed a permit, and would have been willing to purchase one on-site if 

available. It is possible that if permits were available on-site, that our parent angling participation and 

permit compliance rates would increase. 

Why Participants Attended Family Fishing Events 
The number of participants at event is a reflection of the efforts put into marketing and publicizing 

them. In the instances where much publicity was rendered, participant numbers were high. Newspaper 

and other paper media are the most cost effective and easily manipulate outlet sources and are 

particularly effective when used as both an early introduction to the program and immediate pre-event 

reminder. While exposure to large numbers of people is our goal, we must also create events that are 

rewarding to the participants. Participants have indicated that they attend for information and 

assistance on fishing. They told us that we are friendly, helpful and valuable. We can only maintain this 

positive customer contact if we have an adequate staff of NGPC personnel and volunteers. The 

preferable option is to publicize well, and have agency support that allows staff and volunteers available 

for quality service to participants. 



Table 1. Family Fishing Events 2014 with attendance count from the high-count during each event, the 

number of usable surveys returned, the number of participants that had or had not attended a previous 

event, and how the person participated during the event.

  

Angler Assisted Observer

Holmes Lake Lincoln 22-Mar 12 0

Halleck Park Papillion 24-Mar 22 0

Rotary Island - Optimist Lake Auburn 24-Mar 3 0

Barnett Pond McCook 25-Mar 9 1 0 4 4 0 0

Stanton Lake Falls City 25-Mar 2 0

Arrowhead Meadows Golf Course Curtis 26-Mar 40 4 1 11 8 3 1

Lake Ogallala Ogallala 27-Mar 7 1 0 2 2 0 0

Humboldt City Park Humboldt 27-Mar 0 0

Auble's Pond Ord 2-Apr 8 0

Heartwell Park Hastings 4-Apr 6 0

Terry's Pit Scottsbluff 28-Apr 20 0

Halleck Park Papillion 28-May 110 0

Holmes Lake Lincoln 29-May 107 8 15 20 22 12 2

Pawnee Park Columbus 4-Jun 12 0

Yanney Park Kearney 7-Jun 54 0

State Lakes Fremont 10-Jun 7 0

Benson Park Omaha 11-Jun 83 6 9 8 11 6 0

Recharge Lake York 11-Jun 37 2 2 1 3 2 1

Carney Park O'Neill 12-Jun 33 2 0 7 6 0 1

Bowling Lake Lincoln 14-Jun 65 0

Walnut Creek Papillion 17-Jun 97 6 3 15 9 6 3

Bowling Lake Lincoln 18-Jun 53 1 0 2 1 1 0

Carp-O-Rama Lincoln 21-Jun 383 3 7 4 6 3 1

City Pond North Platte 24-Jun 17 1 1 0 0

Cottonmill Lake Kearney 25-Jun 22 1 1 1 2 0 0

Mormon Island Grand Island 26-Jun 67 1 0 2 1 1 0

Johnson Lake Fremont 8-Jul 48 2 1 4 5 0 1

Holmes Lake Lincoln 9-Jul 101 7 2 18 13 6 1

Halleck Park Papillion 10-Jul 452 9 2 27 19 6 2

Carp-O-Rama North Platte 12-Jul 123 0

Skyview Lake Norfolk 15-Jul 15 1 0 5 4 0 1

Pawnee Park Columbus 16-Jul 38 0

Summit Reservoir Norfolk 17-Jul 10 1 0 2 2 0 0

Bowling Lake Lincoln 22-Jul 64 1 0 1 1 0 0

Benson Park Omaha 23-Jul 74 8 8 18 20 5 3

City Pond North Platte 6-Aug 42 1 2 1 2 1 0

Mormon Island Grand Island 7-Aug 56 1 0 6 4 2 0

Fort Kearny Kearney 8-Aug 37 0

Halleck Park Papillion 12-Aug 162 16 31 22 33 12 8

Holmes Lake Lincoln 13-Aug 158 12 18 27 29 13 7

Recharge Lake York 14-Aug 24 3 0 3 1 2 0

Zoo Pond Scottsbluff 19-Oct 30 0

Halleck Park Papillion 21-Oct 61 2 0 7 5 2 0

Independence Landing Seward 21-Oct 40 5 9 8 11 5 1

Melham Park Broken Bow 22-Oct 53 3 0 8 6 2

Holmes Lake Lincoln 23-Oct 65 7 4 16 12 5 3

Plum Creek Park Lexington 24-Oct 35 2 0 3 2 0 1

North Park Lake Holdrege 25-Oct 19 1 0 2 2 0 0

Steinhardt Nebraska City 28-Oct 0 0

Arrowhead Meadows Golf Course Curtis 28-Oct 9 1 3 0 2 0 1

Windmill SRA Gibbon 28-Oct 27 2 1 1 2 0 0

Rotary Island - Optimist Lake Auburn 30-Oct 28 4 1 14 7 4 4

Yanney Park Kearney 30-Oct 12 2 0 5 5 0 0

Total 3059 128 120 275 263 99 42

Participation
Event Location City Date

Attendence 

Count

Returned 

Surveys

Previous 

Attendence 

Yes

Previous 

Attendence 

No



 

 

Figure 1. Numeric distribution by age of Family Fishing Participants at events in 2014. 

  



 

Figure 2. Percent distribution by age; of Family Fishing Participants at event in 2014, and US Population 

average from 2010 US Census. 



 

Figure 3. Percent distribution by age and gender of Family Fishing Participants at events in 2014. 

 

 



 

Figure 4. Distribution of participation activity by Family Fishing Participants for those aged 0 through 9 at 

events in 2014. 

  



 

Figure 5. Distribution of participation activity by Family Fishing Participants for those aged 10 through 19 

at events in 2014. 

  



 

Figure 6. Distribution of participation activity by Family Fishing Participants for those aged 20 through 44 

at events in 2014. 

  



 

Figure 7. Distribution of participation activity by Family Fishing Participants for those aged 45 and older 

at events in 2014. 

  



 

Figure 8. Numeric distribution by group size of Family Fishing Participant Groups at events in 2014. 

  



 

Figure 9. Percent distribution by age and “fished before” (Yes) or “not fished before” (No) of Family 

Fishing Participants at events in 2014. 

  



 

Figure 10. Percent distribution by age and  “have fishing permit” (Yes) or “do not have fishing permit” 

(No) of Family Fishing Participants at events in 2014.   



 

Appendix a. 

Family Fishing Event Survey. 2 pages. 

  



 

Hello Fellow Anglers, 
  
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission is the state agency responsible for the stewardship of fish, 
wildlife and natural resources for the benefit of the citizens of Nebraska. Family Fishing and other similar 
events are funded through hunting and fishing permit dollars and are presented to promote fishing as a 
healthy activity. We are particularly interested in assisting families, children and beginning anglers with 
information that will allow them to enjoy fishing as a life-long activity. 

 

The Family Fishing Event Survey (reverse side) is being used to better design these programs. Please give 
the questions appropriate consideration. We particularly value your comments. The survey is entirely 
anonymous. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions, comments or suggestions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Larry Pape 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission  
2200 N. 33rd Street 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
Office 402-471-5447 
Larry.Pape@nebraska.gov 
  
For more information about Family Fishing, or other NGPC events, visit our website or Facebook page; 
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/  
http://www.facebook.com/NEGameandParks 

Family Fishing Event information is also available at our new Family Fishing Nebraska Facebook page; 
https://www.facebook.com/familyfishingnebraska 
  
Nebraska State Parks, Fishing, Hunting and Watchable Wildlife Outdoor Guides are now available for 
your Mobile Devices. A tab for Family Fishing is coming soon in the NE Fish and Wildlife Guide; 
http://www.outdoornebraska.ne.gov/multimedia.asp#mobileApps 
 
 

  

mailto:Larry.Pape@nebraska.gov
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/NEGameandParks
https://www.facebook.com/familyfishingnebraska
http://www.outdoornebraska.ne.gov/multimedia.asp%23mobileApps


 

  



Appendix b. 

Next Step Flyer. 

 

  



Appendix c. 

Family Friendly Lake Guides made available on the mobile app. 15 pages. 

Holmes Lake - Lincoln 

The beach area located along the north shore of Holmes Lake is very comfortable, has nearby parking, a 

playground and restrooms. This is a good place to start fishing. Off of this beach area, you can expect to 

catch bluegill, largemouth bass, channel catfish and trout. 

 

Bluegills are often plentiful along this beach area. Start fishing for them with a small hook suspended 

about 12-18 inches below a bobber. A piece of worm no longer than an inch fished within 10 – 20 feet 

from shore will be your best bet. You may also try to venture toward each end of this beach and cast 

along the aquatic vegetation or rocky shoreline. Bluegills are most active during daylight hours, 

especially in the morning and evening. 

 

Largemouth bass are caught occasionally on this beach while fishing for bluegill, but to have better 

success, use larger hooks and pieces of worm below a bobber along the rock jetties and other 

submerged structure. Artificial lures such as spinners or plastic worms fished along any of the rocks or 

vegetation can prove successful. Early morning or the last hour of sunlight is the best time to fish for 

largemouth bass. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught off this beach any time of day, but fishing morning or evening into dark 

are the best times. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat 

cast out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release 

the line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking 

your bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

Trout are stocked in Holmes Lake in October and March from the south boat ramp near the handicap 

fishing pier. Trout only survive in cold water and will only be present through May. The best location to 

fish for this species is in this south bay, but the fish will eventually move throughout the lake. Fish for 

trout with a small hook baited with corn, small marshmallows, small worms or commercial trout baits. 

Use these baits under a bobber or fished on the bottom, casting out 20 feet or greater from any 

shoreline. Trout are sometimes easy to catch, but at other times will bite very lightly which can become 

frustrating. 

  



Lake Halleck – Papillion 

Lake Halleck is one of Eastern Nebraska’s most user friendly lakes with 100% of the shorelines being 

comfortably accessible to anglers. It is the perfect location to take young children or those with mobility 

issues. It has ample parking, nearby restrooms, playgrounds and picnicking areas. The lake has bluegill, 

largemouth bass, channel catfish and rainbow trout. 

 

Bluegill are present throughout the lake, but are most plentiful in the west end. Start fishing for them 

with a small hook suspended about 12-18 inches below a bobber. A piece of worm no longer than an 

inch fished along the rock shoreline will usually catch small bluegill. Larger bluegills are often caught 

farther from the shorelines of the island. Bluegills are most active during daylight hours, especially in the 

morning and evening. 

 

Largemouth bass can be caught throughout the lake while fishing for bluegill, but to have better 

success, use larger hooks and pieces of worm below a bobber along in-lake habitat such as vegetation 

and around the bridge to the island. Artificial lures such as spinners or plastic worms fished along any of 

the lakes rocks or vegetation can prove very successful. Early morning or the last hour of sunlight is the 

best times to fish for bass. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

Trout are stocked in Lake Halleck in October and March and quickly disperse throughout the lake. Trout 

only survive in cold water and will only be present through May. The best location is any place that is 

comfortable for you and your family. Fish for trout with a small hook baited with corn, small 

marshmallows, small worms or commercial trout baits. Use these baits under a bobber or fished on the 

bottom, casting out 20 feet or greater from any shoreline. Trout are sometimes easy to catch, but at 

other times will bite very lightly and be frustrating. 

 

  



Terry’s Pit - Terrytown 

Located between Gering and Scottsbluff in Terrytown, this lake has access along most of its shorelines, 

but can be steep along some areas. For families and children, the south shore and fishing dock on the 

southwest corner are perfect.  You can expect to catch bluegill, largemouth bass, channel catfish and 

trout. Restrooms, picnic shelters and a playground are located in the north end of this park. 

 

Bluegills are present throughout the lake, but are most plentiful closer to shorelines and around aquatic 

vegetation. Start fishing for them with a small hook suspended about 12-18 inches below a bobber. A 

piece of worm no longer than an inch fished along the rock shoreline will usually catch small bluegill. 

Bluegills are most active during daylight hours, with morning and evening being best. 

 

Largemouth bass can be caught throughout the lake while fishing for bluegill, but to have better 

success, use larger hooks and pieces of worm below a bobber along in-lake habitat such as vegetation. 

Artificial lures such as spinners or plastic worms fished along any of the lakes rocks or vegetation can 

prove very successful. Early morning or the last hours of sunlight are the best times to fish for bass. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

Trout are stocked in Terry’s Pit in October and March and quickly disperse throughout the lake. Trout 

only survive in cold water and will only be present through May or June. The best location is any place 

that is comfortable for you and your family. Fish for trout with a small hook baited with corn, small 

marshmallows, small worms or commercial trout baits. Use these baits under a bobber or fished on the 

bottom, casting out 20 feet or greater from any shoreline. Trout are sometimes easy to catch, but at 

other times will bite very lightly and be frustrating. 

 

  



Fort Kearny SRA Lake #6 

Located in Fort Kearny State Recreation Area, Lake #6 is one of several great fishing opportunities at this 

park. Lake #6 is especially nice because of the fishing pier along the south shore and the gentle slope of 

the shorelines in other areas. Bass, bluegill, catfish, crappie and trout are all present. Camping sites and 

picnic areas are available around the lake. An NGPC Park Entry permit is required to enter this area. 

 

Bluegills are present throughout the lake, but are most plentiful closer to shorelines and around aquatic 

vegetation. If fishing from the fishing pier, fish right next to the fishing pier. The west end around the 

fallen trees is also very good. Start fishing for them with a small hook suspended about 12-18 inches 

below a bobber. A piece of worm no longer than an inch fished along the shoreline will usually catch 

small bluegill. Bluegills are most active during daylight hours, with morning and evening being best. 

 

Largemouth bass can be caught throughout the lake while fishing for bluegill, but to have better 

success, use larger hooks and pieces of worm below a bobber along in-lake habitat such as vegetation. 

Artificial lures such as spinners or plastic worms fished along any of the lakes rocks or vegetation can 

prove very successful. Early morning or the last hours of sunlight are the best times to fish for bass. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

Trout are stocked in Lake #6 in October and March and quickly disperse throughout the lake. Trout only 

survive in cold water and will only be present through May or June. The best location is any place that is 

comfortable for you and your family. Fish for trout with a small hook baited with corn, small 

marshmallows, small worms or commercial trout baits. Use these baits under a bobber or fished on the 

bottom, casting out 20 feet or greater from any shoreline. Trout are sometimes easy to catch, but at 

other times will bite very lightly and be frustrating. 

 

  



Skyview Lake – Norfolk 

Located in Norfolk, Skyview Lake offers a very comfortable setting for taking the family fishing. Fishing 

access includes most of the shorelines but at times the shoreline aquatic vegetation can be bothersome. 

The fishing pier on the northeast corner and the jetties on the west end offer a great ways to get out 

and over the vegetation. Bass, bluegill, catfish, crappie and trout are all present. The park also has hiking 

trails, restrooms, playgrounds and picnic shelters. 

 

Bluegills are present throughout the lake, but are most plentiful closer to shorelines and around aquatic 

vegetation. If fishing from the fishing pier, fish right next to the fishing pier. The west end around the 

rocks of the jetties is also very good. Start fishing for them with a small hook suspended about 12-18 

inches below a bobber. A piece of worm no longer than an inch fished along the shoreline will usually 

catch small bluegill. Bluegills are most active during daylight hours, with morning and evening being 

best. 

 

Largemouth bass can be caught throughout the lake while fishing for bluegill, but to have better 

success, use larger hooks and pieces of worm below a bobber along in-lake habitat such as vegetation. 

Artificial lures such as spinners or plastic worms fished along any of the lakes rocks or vegetation can 

prove very successful. Early morning or the last hours of sunlight are the best times to fish for bass. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

Trout are stocked in October and March and quickly disperse throughout the lake. Trout only survive in 

cold water and will only be present through May. The best location is any place that is comfortable for 

you and your family. Fish for trout with a small hook baited with corn, small marshmallows, small worms 

or commercial trout baits. Use these baits under a bobber or fished on the bottom, casting out 20 feet 

or greater from any shoreline. Trout are sometimes easy to catch, but at other times will bite very lightly 

and be frustrating. 

 



Pawnee Park East – Columbus 

Located in Columbus, Pawnee Park East Lake offers a park like setting for a family fishing trip. Fishing 

access includes most of the south and east shorelines. Bass, bluegill, catfish, crappie and carp are all 

present. Trout are stocked in Pawnee Park West Lake in October and March. The park also has hiking 

trails, restrooms, playgrounds and picnic shelters. 

 

Bluegills are present throughout the lake, but are most plentiful closer to shorelines and around aquatic 

vegetation. Start fishing for them with a small hook suspended about 12-18 inches below a bobber. A 

piece of worm no longer than an inch fished along the shoreline will usually catch small bluegill. Bluegills 

are most active during daylight hours, with morning and evening being best. 

 

Largemouth bass can be caught throughout the lake while fishing for bluegill, but to have better 

success, use larger hooks and pieces of worm below a bobber along in-lake habitat such as vegetation. 

Artificial lures such as spinners or plastic worms fished along any of the lakes rocks or vegetation can 

prove very successful. Early morning or the last hours of sunlight are the best times to fish for bass. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

Trout are stocked in October and March and quickly disperse throughout the lake. Trout only survive in 

cold water and will only be present through May. The best location is any place that is comfortable for 

you and your family. Fish for trout with a small hook baited with corn, small marshmallows, small worms 

or commercial trout baits. Use these baits under a bobber or fished on the bottom, casting out 20 feet 

or greater from any shoreline. Trout are sometimes easy to catch, but at other times will bite very lightly 

and be frustrating. 

 

Carp can be fished by the simple method of placing a few kernels of corn on a hook, casting toward a 

deeper section of the lake and patiently waiting. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. 

Make sure to release the line so it free runs and the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. 



Yanney Park – Kearney 

Yanney Park Lake in Kearney is a fantastic location to take a family fishing trip. The entire shoreline is 

accessible to comfortable angling. Any place on this lake is a good place to fish! There is also a fishing 

pier, playgrounds, picnic shelters, hiking trail, restrooms and concessions. The lake contains bluegill, 

bass, catfish and trout. 

 

Bluegills are present throughout the lake, but are most plentiful closer to shorelines and around aquatic 

vegetation. Start fishing for them with a small hook suspended about 12-18 inches below a bobber. A 

piece of worm no longer than an inch fished along the shoreline will usually catch small bluegill. Bluegills 

are most active during daylight hours, with morning and evening being best. 

 

Largemouth bass can be caught throughout the lake while fishing for bluegill, but to have better 

success, use larger hooks and pieces of worm below a bobber along in-lake habitat such as vegetation. 

Artificial lures such as spinners or plastic worms fished along any of the lakes rocks or vegetation can 

prove very successful. Early morning or the last hours of sunlight are the best times to fish for bass. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

Trout are stocked in October and March and quickly disperse throughout the lake. Trout only survive in 

cold water and will only be present through May. The best location is any place that is comfortable for 

you and your family. Fish for trout with a small hook baited with corn, small marshmallows, small worms 

or commercial trout baits. Use these baits under a bobber or fished on the bottom, casting out 20 feet 

or greater from any shoreline. Trout are sometimes easy to catch, but at other times will bite very lightly 

and be frustrating. 

 

  



Fremont State Lake #3 

Located in Fremont State Recreation Area, Lake #3 is one of several great fishing opportunities at this 

park. Lake #3 is especially nice because of the fishing pier along the south shore and the gentle slope of 

the shorelines in other areas. Bass, bluegill, catfish, and crappie are all present. Bullheads are also 

stocked annually and offer great opportunity for children. Camping sites and picnic areas are available 

around the lake. An NGPC Park Entry permit is required to enter this area. 

 

Bluegills are present throughout the lake, but are most plentiful closer to shorelines and around aquatic 

vegetation. Start fishing for them with a small hook suspended about 12-18 inches below a bobber. A 

piece of worm no longer than an inch fished along the shoreline will usually catch small bluegill. Bluegills 

are most active during daylight hours, with morning and evening being best. 

 

Largemouth bass can be caught throughout the lake while fishing for bluegill, but to have better 

success, use larger hooks and pieces of worm below a bobber along in-lake habitat such as vegetation. 

Artificial lures such as spinners or plastic worms fished along any of the lakes rocks or vegetation can 

prove very successful. Early morning or the last hours of sunlight are the best times to fish for bass. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

Bullhead can be caught on any type of bait and at any time of day. Fish the bait on medium sized hook 

on the bottom. Bullheads are perfect for children because they just seem to hook themselves. Some of 

those caught may also be large enough for a fine meal. Be sure to take along a pair of long-nosed pliers 

to use in hook removal. 

 

  



Benson Lake – Omaha 

This City of Omaha Park Pond has fantastic angling access along most of its shorelines. This is a perfect 

place to teach younger children to fish as they can usually catch some of the small bluegill and bullheads 

that have overpopulated the lake. Benson Lake is also annually stocked with trout and catfish. The park 

includes a hiking trail, restrooms, picnic shelters and playground. 

 

Bluegills are present throughout the lake, but are most plentiful closer to shorelines and around aquatic 

vegetation. Start fishing for them with a small hook suspended about 12-18 inches below a bobber. A 

piece of worm no longer than an inch fished along the shoreline will usually catch small bluegill. Bluegills 

are most active during daylight hours, with morning and evening being best. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

Bullhead can be caught on any type of bait and at any time of day. Fish the bait on medium sized hook 

on the bottom. Bullheads are perfect for children because they just seem to hook themselves. Be sure to 

take along a pair of long-nosed pliers to use in hook removal. 

 

Trout are stocked in October and March and quickly disperse throughout the lake. Trout only survive in 

cold water and will only be present through May. The best location is any place that is comfortable for 

you and your family. Fish for trout with a small hook baited with corn, small marshmallows, small worms 

or commercial trout baits. Use these baits under a bobber or fished on the bottom, casting out 20 feet 

or greater from any shoreline. Trout are sometimes easy to catch, but at other times will bite very lightly 

and be frustrating. 

 

  



Recharge Lake - York 

Recharge lake on the west side of York offers limited shoreline fishing access, but the area around the 

boat ramp and dock are usually good places to catch nice bluegill, catfish and bass. The park offers a lot 

of other very nice features such as a campground, hiking trails, playground and restrooms. This is a great 

venue for a fishing, hiking, camping and picnic trip. 

 

Bluegills are present throughout the lake, but are most plentiful closer to shorelines and around aquatic 

vegetation. Start fishing for them with a small hook suspended about 12-18 inches below a bobber. A 

piece of worm no longer than an inch fished along the shoreline will usually catch small bluegill. Bluegills 

are most active during daylight hours, with morning and evening being best. 

 

Largemouth Bass can be caught throughout the lake while fishing for bluegill, but to have better 

success, use larger hooks and pieces of worm below a bobber along in-lake habitat such as vegetation. 

Artificial lures such as spinners or plastic worms fished along any of the lakes rocks or vegetation can 

prove very successful. Early morning or the last hours of sunlight are the best times to fish for bass. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

  



Walnut Creek – Papillion 

Walnut Creek is a City of Papillion Park and offers hiking trails, picnic shelters, camping, playground and 

restrooms. Fishing access is general along low-maintained shorelines but usually has mowed trails 

leading to excellent angling locations. There is also a fishing pier near the boat ramp area. The fish 

species in Walnut Creek include bluegill, bass, crappie and channel catfish. 

 

Bluegills are present throughout the lake, but are most plentiful closer to shorelines and around aquatic 

vegetation. Especially try for bluegill along the rock of the offshore breakwater structures on the east 

side of the lake. Start fishing for them with a small hook suspended about 12-18 inches below a bobber. 

A piece of worm no longer than an inch fished along the shoreline will usually catch small bluegill. 

Bluegills are most active during daylight hours, with morning and evening being best. 

 

Largemouth bass can be caught throughout the lake while fishing for bluegill, but to have better 

success, use larger hooks and pieces of worm below a bobber along in-lake habitat such as vegetation. 

Artificial lures such as spinners or plastic worms fished along any of the lakes rocks or vegetation can 

prove very successful. Early morning or the last hours of sunlight are the best times to fish for bass. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

  



Bowling Lake – Lincoln 

Bowling Lake in northwest Lincoln was created during the time when the area was an active airbase and 

originally had an Officers Club on the north shore. It was recently restored and deepened by NGPC and 

has good shoreline access through out. Recently constructed handicap fishing piers on the east side of 

the lake offer fantastic access for children and mobility impaired. This lake is divided into two sections 

with a larger “donut shaped” main lake and smaller lake on the south side. Bluegills, bass and channel 

catfish are present in both lakes. Trout are stocked in the smaller south lake in October and March. 

 

Bluegills are present throughout the lake, but are most plentiful closer to shorelines and around aquatic 

vegetation. Especially try for bluegill along the rock of the fishing access points. Start fishing for them 

with a small hook suspended about 12-18 inches below a bobber. A piece of worm no longer than an 

inch fished along the shoreline will usually catch small bluegill. Bluegills are most active during daylight 

hours, with morning and evening being best. 

 

Largemouth bass can be caught throughout the lake while fishing for bluegill, but to have better 

success, use larger hooks and pieces of worm below a bobber along in-lake habitat such as vegetation. 

Artificial lures such as spinners or plastic worms fished along any of the lakes rocks or vegetation can 

prove very successful. Early morning or the last hours of sunlight are the best times to fish for bass. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

Trout are stocked in October and March and quickly disperse throughout the lake. Trout only survive in 

cold water and will only be present through May. The best location is any place that is comfortable for 

you and your family. Fish for trout with a small hook baited with corn, small marshmallows, small worms 

or commercial trout baits. Use these baits under a bobber or fished on the bottom, casting out 20 feet 

or greater from any shoreline. Trout are sometimes easy to catch, but at other times will bite very lightly 

and be frustrating. 

 



Pawnee SRA – Emerald 

Pawnee State Recreation Area is located west of Lincoln, north of Emerald about 5 miles. This lake offers 

many species of fish to angle for, but is particularly good for carp and channel catfish. Fishing access is 

good at the east side boat ramp area with mowed shorelines and marina jetties, but the banks are steep 

and tall and not particularly good for very young children. The south boat ramp area is very similar. Both 

of these areas have restrooms and picnic facilities. The road along the base of the dam offers great 

access to the water, but does not have any other amenities. The area north of the east swimming beach 

has comfortable shorelines with picnic facilities. An NGPC Park Entry permit is required to enter this 

area. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

Common carp can be fished by using the simple method of placing a few kernels of corn on a hook, 

casting toward a deeper section of the lake and patiently waiting. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay 

it on the ground. Make sure to release the line so it free runs and the fish cannot pull an untended rod 

into the water. 

 

  



Lake Maloney – North Platte 

Maloney State Recreation Area is located south of North Platte about 5 miles. This lake offers many 

species of fish to angle for, but is particularly good for carp and channel catfish. Fishing access is good at 

the east side boat ramp area with mowed shorelines and fishing jetties. This area also includes a 

campground, restrooms and showers, picnic areas, a playground and swimming beach. An NGPC Park 

Entry permit is required to enter this area. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

 

Carp can be fished by the simple method of placing a few kernels of corn on a hook, casting toward a 

deeper section of the lake and patiently waiting. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. 

Make sure to release the line so it free runs and the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. 

 

  



Mormon Island SRA Lake #1 – Grand Island 

Located south of Grand Island at the I80 interstate exchange, this lake offers many species of fish to 

angle for, but is particularly good for bluegills, bass and channel catfish. Fishing access is good all around 

the lake, with a particularly nice fishing pier on the north shore. The park also includes a campground, 

restrooms and showers, picnic areas, a playground and swimming beach. An NGPC Park Entry permit is 

required to enter this area. 

 

Bluegills are present throughout the lake, but most plentiful closer to shorelines and around aquatic 

vegetation. Especially try for bluegill around the fishing pier. Start fishing for them with a small hook 

suspended about 12-18 inches below a bobber. A piece of worm no longer than an inch fished along the 

shoreline will usually catch small bluegill. Bluegills are most active during daylight hours, with morning 

and evening being best. 

 

Largemouth bass can be caught throughout the lake while fishing for bluegill, but to have better 

success, use larger hooks and pieces of worm below a bobber along in-lake habitat such as vegetation. 

Artificial lures such as spinners or plastic worms fished along any of the lakes rocks or vegetation can 

prove very successful. Early morning or the last hours of sunlight are the best times to fish for bass. 

 

Channel catfish can be caught any time of day, but morning or evening into dark are the best times. 

Catfish will be located throughout the lake, so just find a comfortable spot where you can cast out to 

deeper water. A simple fishing method is using a larger hook with a chunk of hotdog or lunchmeat cast 

out 30 feet or farther. Place the fishing rod in a holder or lay it on the ground. Make sure to release the 

line so the fish cannot pull an untended rod into the water. You will notice a channel catfish taking your 

bait by the line being removed for the reel.  Pick up your rod, close the bail and set the hook. 

  



Appendix d. 

Participant comments (responses to questions on section 4 of the survey). 

i. What did you like about today’s event? 

Good event, nice trailer and supplies for anybody to use 

The equipment and bait were all furnished and in a safe location for young fishermen. 

I liked how all the gear was provided, ready, and well cared for. 

The availability of equipment is a major benefit 

It was fun but I didn't catch a fish 

It was fun going fishing 

Great way to get our son out of the house and away from electronics without complaining 

Free, good instructors, convenient 

The teaching aspect!  The youngest in our group has never touched a fishing pole and had a young man 

help her learn how to cast her line.  Also liked the family friendly aspect of it and the attention the kids 

got. 

Being outdoors, friendly people, fish were biting 

It was all good 

Fish cleaning demonstration was excellent 

Materials and instruction provided. Assistance available out where fishing occurred. 

Easy and free. All the expertise and help.  Great outdoor experience for kids to grow their love for 

fishing. 

People available to help and bait. 

The joy the children had. 

Fishing gear and bait provided. Volunteers were extremely helpful! Great opportunity to introduce kids 

into fishing. 

Free. Helpful staff. 

Awesome people who ran the program. 

The worms and the guidance.  Family friendly guidance. Family friendly atmosphere.  Help when you 

needed it. 

The ease of taking my 3 young children was wonderful and there was a man named Robert at the event 

who was extremely helpful. He was informative, instructive, and was very patient with my children. 

There was a lot of fish biting which made it fun. 

Free. Friendly atmosphere. Fishing gear and bait provided. Knowldgeable NGPC staff to answer 

questions and assist. 

Free family fun 

Great, helpful staff 

Family friendly. Toddler friendly, great way to introduce our little people to fishing. Easy to find location. 

Helpful staff 

Very family friendly. All items provided that are needed. Instruction given to young fishers 

The help and advice from NGPC employees 



My son caught several fish, learned how to take a fish off the hook. A NGPC man taught him how to 

properly hold a fish. 

The helpfulness and availability of NGPC staff and volunteers 

Very organized. Great location 

Free, family friendly. The information. Food, games and prizes 

Caught first fish 

It got my boys out fishing again with us because they don’t go enough to buy a license 

Guys very knowledgeable on fishing lines and types of fish. Very helpful 

Easy to find. Easy set up, very helpful with questions 

Worms were available. Putting the worms on kids hooks. Everyone(NGPC staff) was nice and friendly 

helpfulness.  Equipment 

Friendly instruction from NGPC employees. Good equipment to loan. Give away items. Literature to 

handout. Lake well stocked. 

Family friendly. Rods and worms provided. Appreciate volunteer help 

Lots of helpers on hand. Great to get kids out 

It was a great time. The kids loved it! It was so nice having the reel and bait available for free 

We caught fish! 

Location, weather, family time 

Everything we needed was provided 

We really liked the volunteers walking around helping people. Show us how to cast better 

The assistance was wonderful. Our firefighters giving popsicles to the kids 

It was free, lots of poles available, lots of fish, lots of bait.  The kids both caught a fish! 

People were very nice and accommodating 

It was very fun! Volunteers or staff were very kind and friendly. Popsicles was a wonderful bonus for the 

2 boys in our crew. 

It wasn’t a huge, crazy scene.  Great couple of guys that helped my kids, very patient and helpful. They 

gave a little education without over doing it. 

Very helpful staff (Larry) that gave great attention to my 4 year old daughter and let her catch and 

release the fish! 

You had bobber, hook, weights, bait. And were very helpful 

Having bait supplied 

Nice to get my boys out fishing 

That it was the first time I ever fished with my 3 boys, it was a day I will never forget. 

What a great way to start fishing. Free pole to borrow, free worms. Our guide (Bob?) was great. I had my 

hands full with two kids 

I liked the fact that the fishing equipment was available for us to use so we didn’t have to go out and 

buy it. 

It is great to have people there to help with baiting and taking fish off the hooks, my boys loved to hear 

their advice 

People were friendly. 

An opportunity for my children to do and observe wildlife that they normally won’t see 

Lots of fish 



Kids had a great time. Instructors were great. 

Kids caught their first fish ever (3). Volunteer presence and assistance was outstanding! Just a great 

outing all around. 

Everything provided and people helping as needed. 

It was a great time. 

Helpful staff 

Friendly staff. Well organized. Campfire dessert. My boys enjoyed themselves. Like the Zebra Mussel 

tennis shoe - crazy! 

Very nice event for kids, they loved it! We will be back! 

Very family oriented and the fishing volunteers were very helpful. 

Great location. Poles and bait provided. Flat area made it easy for our senior citizens. Plenty of help 

available. Cobbler made a great grand finale. 

Big enough area so you didn’t feel crowded. Everyone of all ages looked like they were having fun. 

Everything! This is great for families! The staff helped me fix my rod twice, line was catching. They 

offered tips and were super friendly and helpful with my daughter. 

Super fun and free 

Lake was spread out, lots of room and shade. Loved that there were plenty of staff on hand to help out. 

Beautiful location. Fish were biting. Bait and equipment available. Assistance provided (walked around 

the lake and provided help) 

The cobbler 

Great location. Lots of help 

It was really nice to have poles ready to go for the little kids1 

I love that I can take my kids fishing and it encourages family time. 

The people are unbelievably helpful, tonight and every night. Casting, adjusting poles, baiting, hints 

about when to start reeling. It is such a positive experience. 

I like that all the supplies are provided and ready to go. It was helpful to have people there if poles 

weren’t working to switch to fix. 

Everything was all set up and ready, no prep required. 

Supplies available. Help if needed. Friendly staff 

Equipment was provided. Many helpful volunteers. Location in Lincoln 

I received help from volunteers who were eager to assist and coach my children. 

The staff helped show people how to fish 

Equipment rigged and ready to go with bait 

Everyone was friendly and helpful! 

Very well organized and a great time. My grandson loved it and everyone was so helpful and friendly. 

Loved that you offered to clean the fish and proved the poles and bait. 

Well run - cheerful, helpful host. Everything Proveded 

Lots of help, beautiful day 

Plenty of friendly volunteers. They were very willing and able to help if needed. Perfect weather didn’t 

hurt :-) 

Fishing gear and bait was available. Game and Parks person available with information 

Beautiful day caught fish, excellent hospitality from Game and Parks worker 



It was wonderful to see so many people! Was surprised to see ALL the fishing equipment, bait, etc. NE 

Game and Parks brought. So impressed! 

Well organized Friendly, helpful, fun atmosphere 

Outstanding job helping children; answered questions and fixed their lines 

Yes, it was well organized. The kids had a wonderful time. I like how the workers are willing to help so 

much. 

They made it so easy for kids. Also the staff/ volunteers were awesome with our kids. My grandson 

caught his first fish 

Fun to get out and enjoy a beautiful day with family fishing. (We got there a little late so we didn't get to 

fish long) 

I loved that it was free event. The weather was perfect. I enjoyed there were knowledgeable people 

there to help. 

Staff helping kids/ giving information 

*Organized w/ fishing poles ready to go *Helped if needed *Good equipment 

I, the mom, stayed home while grandparents took kids fishing. There were people there to help teach 

the boys. Free! Local! Supplies provided! 

Location, weather, helpfulness of staff, caught 2 fish, fishing poles/ worms provided 

Talking to Dave and learning skills 

Was wonderful saw many kids fishing. They too enjoyed the event 

Equipment and bait furnished 

Being able to catch trout. As this is a fish we are normally not able to catch. Having fishing poles/ bait/ 

assistance available for kids if needed 

Poles, bait, and experience provided to make it a hassle free fun time 

Our family had to leave, all enjoyed it. Got too chilly 

He likes fishing with grandpa 

The rods/ reels provided :) helpful people! Kids were excited about fishing and caught fish 

Experienced fisherman with advice 

There were many people there to assist people who didn't know much about fishing 

The weather was perfect and your volunteers/ staff are great 

ii. What can we improve? 

Need to get message of event out earlier 

Nothing 

There should be more people there to assist the community. There needs to be more NGPC personel 

present for the amount of people that show up for events. 

You did a great job!! 

it was just fine 

Cook and clean fish. Longer time. Prizes. Spanish/vietnamese teachers for little ones 

Having the opportunity to buy your fishing license there for those over 16 that want to fish. 

Everything is done very well but it would be neat if the kids could taste some fish they just caught (or 

fish in general) 

Maybe more seminars, what bait certain fish prefer, where to find certain fish, how to distinguish fish 



Discuss best places and practices for good fishing. 

I would call your activity perfect. 

Continue to market program, once people are aware of event they have favorable responses. 

Longer hours. 

Some people need educated on how not to cast your line over everyone else’s lines and to be careful so 

you watch that no one is near you when you cast. A lady cast her hook into my leg and continually kept 

casting over our fishing lines. 

I would like to see more fish stocked in the Carney fishing pond. It is disappointing for small children to 

fish and there is nothing to be caught. 

Lots of poop to walk over 

Signage at entrance.  Maybe bottled water 

The fishing site was not very clean (goose poop). 

More family fishing events in Lincoln 

More locations with lots of fish 

Post signs at ball fields, pools, YMCA, skate park, places where kids are so they see it and ask their 

parents if they can go fishing for free 

Have more 

No suggestions 

Tell it is catch and release 

More of them, Papillion, Bellevue, Omaha area 

Have all the poles there to start, there was a very long line waiting for poles the first hour 

Bring enough fishing poles 

The line was very long at first so we waited and came back when there were more fishing poles 

Have some water to drink for people 

More helpers, we saw few during our tie fishing 

Maybe some education such as how to cast, what is good bait, when to reel it in. We knew this generally 

to help our kids but others might not 

More fishing poles 

We had to wait for 30 minutes for a pole. That was tough with a 3 year old. 

Is there a place on the lake people could spread out more? Lots of people on the dock because of too 

much vegetation by edge. 

All was fantastic! Maybe have minnows, leaches, corn for bait as well 

Not much! 

More Omaha area events 

Nothing, but have more family fishing events like that 

Nothing, it was perfect just the way it is. 

More assistants interacting with families. 

Have the game and Parks associate spread out more around the pond 

More worms, less weeds 

Possibly stock the lake closer to family Fishing date 9if possible). Didn’t see many fish caught, guessing 

fished out during summer. 

More events, we didn’t know about them until August. Send info to retirement communities 



More publicity for local family events. I almost missed this event but I was doing research on fishing and 

happened to see the event on a forum. 

The rods have had a long summer, might be time for more! 

I would appreciate info on what to keep and what to throw back (in size). I wasn’t prepared when we 

caught a small fish 2 minutes in. 

Better advertising, we missed other events 

Facebook said it ended at 9pm so I waited for my husband to get home from work around 7:30. got 

there at 7;45 and was told we only had 15 minutes. Adjust time and give accurate information. 

Cleaning fish brochures 

I think it’s great! 

Not sure, we had a great time! 

Get the fish to bite :-) 

It was great! 

More advertising! Would be happy to help promote another event in our town. 

Restrooms handy 

The only thing I would change is all the weeds and un-even rock hard to get close enough not to get the 

hook lost in the weeds 

Is there an email sign up list for events? Or email notification of upcoming events? If not, it would be 

nice 

*More fish :) *Big chairs 

Advertising. I'd never have known if not for my mom looking up things to do 

I have no criticism - perfect! Thanks! 

The weather! 

I think you need to keep clean the city lakes 

More talking. Helping kids. There needs to be encouragement to come back 

We thought everything went well 

More advertising - send flyers home from school 

The weather :) 

Nothing, really. Thanks for putting on such a useful program. We saw a lot of kids and families having 

fun fishing 

iii. What information about fishing would be valuable? 

Anybody can come and use free equipment 

Type of fish in the fishing pond 

What kind of bait will work for what kind of fish 

Put out more education classes in the schools.  Teach the children throuout the state on outdoor 

activities and conservation. 

What type of bait to use 

A handout with the type pf fish in the lake.  Having information about the different with pictures so kids 

can fish and learn at the same time. 

Maybe some 1-2-3 tips. 

Fish stocking schedule at area lakes. Dates of family events. 



Cost of license. Where best to fish. Anywhere in Plattsmouth? 

What fish are in this particular lake 

Maybe provide laminated info sheets with photos/types of fish so we can try to identify them as we 

catch(return after done fishing so they can be used at the next event) 

Maps 

Example/lesson for kids 

Pamphlets on fishing lakes in Nebraska 

To know what kind of fish there are. How to set the hook - perhaps we should have asked a master 

angler/employee 

Types of poles for different ages. Types of bait for different fish. How to set up the pole 

Instruction on suggested equipment for different type of fishing 

Checking whether the person knew how to "do" the rod 

How to put bait on the hook. How to cast. How to catch a fish. 

Anything, we are beginners! 

To let people know they can use other bait, corn, cheese, eetc. Especially little guys who don’t want to 

touch worms 

Maybe some education such as how to cast, what is good bait, when to reel it in. we knew this generally 

to help our kids but others might not 

How to set lines for difficult fish 

Perhaps the type of fish expected to live in the area and some basic techniques.  I haven’t fished in quite 

some time and kept pulling in my line with stolen bait.  Wasn’t sure what I was something wrong. 

Flyers to businesses 

All was great, maybe what bait catches what kind of fish 

No electronics! Great family time to learn about fish and different types of fish 

Information on fishing licenses. 

Different types of fish. How to unhook certain types of fish. Different types of bait for different fish to 

catch. 

Fishing locations. Cost for permits 

Maybe some information on what fish are located in the specific place fishing is held. 

What places I can take my kids to fish 

Learning how to attach a bobber, hook, and tying knots 

Photos of type of fish in pond. Fun to know what you caught. 

I am new to fishing so I find any and all information valuable. I personally would like more instruction on 

types of bait and lures to use. 

Perhaps there should be some handouts for kids on fish facts 

I was told you were working on a guide for filleting fish. That would be useful 

Poster board with directions on how to remove a hook out of a fish and how to bait a hook. 

Type of fish. Demos on baiting, casting, removing hooks 

Laws about catch limits. Maybe it was available and just didn’t see it. If I went to buy a fishing pole, I 

wouldn’t have a clue as to what to buy or if someone was selling me way too expensive of stuff and how 

you set it all up to fish, that would be nice 

Fishing tips! they ate everyone out of our worms! We caught nothing, only fed the fish! 



Your representation did a good job helping people out. Offered suggestions about depth - bait - he was 

great 

Lots of information was given 

The use of the bait and how to use the rod correctly 

It'd be fun to see a fish actually filleted. 

Types of bait for each type of fish 

*Pictures of the different fish types - help kids learn *chart of what food fish types like to eat? *knot 

tying - easiest way to attach a hook - discussing how to "set the hook" 

Places to fish in proximity, licensing costs. 

All information is very important for the angler. We need know change in the fishing rules 

(Teach) at a kids level what types their fishing for. Live animals are always great to touch, see, and feel 

Learning the kinds of fish and good areas to fish in 

Local lakes/ areas available to fish 

Cleaning the fish 

The details about which fish you can take could be more clearly displayed 

iv. Other comments or suggestions 

Need to do it again as first year numbers were low 

We really had a wonderful time.  We will join you on facebook.  See you soon. 

Plan more events around the smaller communities.  This was a great idea.  Plan events in the schools, 

this would also be great for education projects throughout the state. 

Maybe have the ability to purchase fishing license at the event 

More of these events 

This was our first family fishing event and we will deffinately be back to do it again! Tons of fun! 

It was great! We love coming, makes a fishing trip easy and enjoyable. 

Great time 

We look forward to attending another event when the granchildren visit. 

You should post events in the Lincoln kids magazine/newsletter. 

Keep doing the same.  Hope to see you at another location. 

It really helps with the level of participation by the volunteers. Things such as helping with fishing line, 

baiting hook or removing hook from fish are very important in my opinion.  Having a great experience 

sets the foundation for future fishing trips. 

My kids liked it, we will go again. 

More events, maybe saturdays. 

Love the program.  Benson is the only place we go to because it is the closest. 

The program is wonderful.  Thanks to all who make it happen! 

Thanks for coming twice this year! Our girls wouldn't get to go fishing at all without family fishing night. 

I think it was a very nice event. 

It was some what disappointing as it was advertised as helping with fishing techniques and cleaning fish, 

I didn’t see any of this happen. 

I love the volunteers! They seem to love their jobs. 

Maybe have hand sanitizer wipes for people to use at the end 



Consider expanding discounts for military/veterans for fishing permits (currently only those over 64 or 

50% or more disabled/VA, nothing for 25 yr veteran and only 30% disabled under 64 yro)  Thank you! 

Great Facebook page! 

Thanks for providing and offering these events.  My kids had a great time with their grandma. 

Love it 

Have more of these events to get more kids out fishing. Stock bigger fish, but we liked that the little 

ones were plentiful and easy to catch for the kids 

We had a lot of fun 

The 10 minute warning was nice 

It’s great, been attending for many years 

Good job. Good experience. Will attend again 

Great evening1 looking forward to doing it again 

Good 

Great, loved it! 

Great event. It makes me sick that people would steal poles 

The volunteers were extremely helpful and friendly 

Really likes seeing Greg Wagner and watching live feed from the park. Again, provide some water and 

more trash cans please! 

Thanks again! 

It was a very fun evening. My grandson had a very good time and managed to catch a fish, that was 

exciting! 

Ensure that loaner poles are termed such in advertisement as we read "free poles for the kids" and 

thought we would receive one. 

Guys that helped were great, showed kids how to hook worm on, how to hold fish and remove from 

line. Never would have known about this had a friend not "liked" on facebook. 

Larry was fantastic! Great event, would definitely do it again! 

I am so happy with the welcomness the people brought. It was the best time I shared with my boys 

watching them catch their first fish ever. 

Loved it! We plan on doing it again. I wish there was more dates for Family fishing this year. I guess I 

need to start earlier. 

It would be great if this were a weekly or bi-weekly event. My children loved it and had a great time! We 

will definitely go to the next one. 

Mr. John Smith is wonderful and extremely patient with the children. 

Lots of fun 

Can’t wait until next year, great job, thank you! 

Thank you for the wonderful time 

We appreciate this event. It is a lot of fun. You guys are awesome, patient, etc. Thank you 

Kudos to the volunteers! Wonderful event, Thank you! 

Keep on adding family events, these are great! As a mom, I look to learn and provide my daughter with a 

chance to learn more outdoor sports. 

 



Great event! My son always asks to go fishing but im never sure where to go or what bait to use. This 

made it easy. We would have come to other events but I was deployed all summer. We look forward to 

next year. 

It was a nice reason to get out with the family. 

Publish your dates in the spring 

Great. Fun time. Good Job!! Staff was amazing!!! 

This was a fun event and I hope to see more of them in the future. 

It is a wonderful activity thank you for doing it and hope it continues! 

Thanks for having this. It made it easy for my grandson to be introduced to fishing. And a big thanks to 

the volunteers. 

Great Program!!! 

Thanks for doing this! 

We took our handicapped nephew to fish - he loved it! Even caught a couple. Great event! Thank you 

very much for doing this! :-) 

I hope that many of the personnel were on hand were volunteers 

Thank you! 

Love these events thanks for the time together with my kids 

Again, it was an awesome evening. Very educational also. 

Fun event! The kids had a great time! 

Great event 

Thanks! :) 

My son now likes fishing thanks to the event 

Thank you for this kind of event 

Always wanted to go fishing in my hometown. Thanks for having a family fikshing day at the Rotary Lake 

in Auburn 

Most kids scared of helper, get more in there talk with them help. Live fish on line to pull in is great! 

A great time! 

 

 

 


