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 Spring and Summer 2018 Events! 

YOUTH FISHING 
INSTRUCTOR TRAINING  
-Saturday, April 21st, 9 am-noon 
4703 N 44th Street, Lincoln 
-Wednesday, May 9th, 6-9 pm 
Fort Kearny Historic Park Visitors 
Center 
 

“FISHING FOR ALL” 
MILLARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Canceled The Millard Public Schools 

special needs fishing event that is 
normally scheduled for May has been 
canceled for 2018 due to conflicting 
activities at the school. Please pass the 
word to those who join us but are not 
YFI members or receive this newsletter. 
I have been assured that it is on the 
schedule for May 2019. 

TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM 
Tuesday, April 10th 
Wednesday, April 11th 
Thursday, April 12th  
Tuesday, April 17th 
Friday, April 20th  
Thursday, April 26th  
Tuesday, May 1st 

Thursday, May 3rd 
All TIC field trips will take place 9:30 
a.m. – 2:00 p.m.at Aksarben Aquarium 
and Schramm Park located at 21502 W 
Hwy 31 in Gretna. Elementary aged 
students will rotate through four 
activity stations, up to 35 kids per 
station. We are seeking assistance with 
the fishing station. Lunch provided. If 
you can help, contact and RSVP 
Alisha.Grams@nebraska.gov  

OUTDOOR DISCOVERY AND 
EXPO PROGRAMS 
Spring is fast approaching and so are 
this year’s Outdoor Discovery Programs 
and EXPOs. All events are booked to 
capacity with students. We really need 
your help. Again, there will be three: 
Platte River State Park (April 18th – 
19th), Scottsbluff (May 2nd – 3rd), and 
Fort Kearny State Park (May 10th, 11th 
and 12th). There will be two school days 
at each and the Fort Kearny program 
has an additional public day on 

Saturday, May 12th.  Note that the 
Scottsbluff ODP will be held at 
Wildcat Hills Education Center and 
our only activity is Fish Printing and 
Fish Biology.  

Our activities at the EXPOs include Fly 
Fishing, Bow Fishing and Basic Fishing. 
At the Fort Kearny EXPO we offer 
lodging for those traveling greater than 
50 miles. Meals are supplied at all 
events. 
RSVP by April 1st. 
Larry.Pape@nebraska.gov 
 

FISHING WITH ARNOLD 
ELEMENTARY 
Thursday, May 24th 
250 second and third graders from 
Arnold Elementary will be fishing with 
us in rotations from 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 
p.m. at their annual end-of-year outing. 
NGPC staff will attend this event, but 
we need help to assist the students on 
the water! Lunch provided. Please 
RSVP Larry.Pape@nebraska.gov  

 

Events continued on page 2. 

LARRY PAPE 
larry.pape@nebraska.gov 

402-471-5447 
 

CLINT MCKINNEY 
clint.mckinney@nebraska.gov 

ngpc.fishmaterial@nebraska.gov 
402-332-3901 

 
www. outdoornebraska.org 

 

FISH TALES 
Spring 2018 

Dave Svik (left) and Mat Daniels Sr. were 
joined by 16 other YFIs and repaired over 

150 rods and reels on February 6th.  

For all of these and many more events, see; 
Website; http://calendar.outdoornebraska.gov/ 

Category; FISHING VOLUNTEERS 
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Events continued from page 1 

FAMILY FISHING NIGHTS 
Family Fishing dates are scheduled and 
on the outdoor calendar! Events are 
scheduled in Lincoln, Omaha and 
elsewhere; from Norfolk, Broken Bow, 
to Scottsbluff.  
Please consider joining us at these 
casual events to share your angling 
expertise to the public and spend an 
evening at the lake with friends and 
family!  You can find these and 

additional fishing events on our 
Calendar and Facebook page; 
www.facebook.com/familyfishingnebra
ska/ 

EVENTOS de PESCA 
FAMILIAR 
Una tarde familiar de pesca y 
navegación-Lake Wanahoo -An 
afternoon of Family Fishing and 
Boating-Lake Wanahoo 
Sunday, July 22nd, 4-8 PM 
During the summer of 2018, we will be 
reaching out to our Hispanic 

community members at multiple 
Family Fishing Events. In a grant from 
the Recreational Boating and Fishing 
Foundation, we have partnered with 
the Nebraska Wildlife Federation to 
offer culturally welcoming Hispanic 
community partners to assist us at 
selected Family Fishing Nights. A 
featured event will be the Una tarde 
familiar de pesca y navegación-Lake 
Wanahoo. Please join us for this 
culturally enlightening Eventos de 
Pesca Familiar.

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Going Fishing; our newly 
published fishing information 
manual is here! 
Author Henry David Thoreau observed that “many 
men go fishing all of their lives without knowing that it 
is not fish they are after.” 

I thought this quote was appropriate as the first passage of 
our new publication “Going Fishing”, a guide for inquiring 
anglers who are not always sure about going fishing. 
Written over the past several years by Lindsey Chizinski 
and Larry Pape, as a labor of love with the intention of 
bringing what we have learned to those wanting to go 
fishing.  

With contributions and guidance by Dean Rosenthal 
(Fisheries Division Admin), Don Gabelhouse (Fisheries 
Division Admin, Retired), Daryl Bauer and many other 
NGPC staff; this publication covers topics ranging from 
basic rods and reels, to how to filet and cook a bluegill. 

Imagine a parent asking you: “What fishing pole should I 
get for my kids? My son wants a bait-casting reel like the 
guy he saw on tv.” This publication would allow you to 
show the parent what a bait casting reel is, and that a bait-

casting reels are …not a good choice for beginners. The 
Going Fishing entry for spin-casting reels, is a better style 
to suggest. 

Going Fishing is 48 pages and was 
produced as a quality publication 
for controlled distribution. Not 
intended to be a countertop 
handout or packet stuffer. It will 
be available to the general public 
upon request through our agency 
website (see; Publication Access 
below for details). It is available 
24/7 in an environmentally 
friendly version at this site. 
http://digital.outdoornebraska.gov/i/606672-going-fishing-
guide 

For Youth Fishing Instructors, we will make available the 
quantities you need for instruction. Going Fishing will be 
on the Youth Fishing Instructor Materials Request form. 
We ask that you distribute them to those who will 
appreciate them as a learning publication. If possible, we 
ask that you guide the public to the web request page for 
this and other publications. 

Publication Access 
When we first built the Fishing Trailers, we outfitted each 
with stacks and stacks of different brochures and 
publications. What we quickly learned, the publication 
desired wasn’t stocked, was damaged, or wasn’t the right 
one. Often we would find materials, we handed out, left 
along the shoreline or in the trash can. In our frustration, 
we eliminated most of them. We missed having them, so 
we created a system to get them to participants without 
the hassles and waste. 
 
Publication Access continued on page 3 
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Publication Access continued from page 2 
 
Many publications are available in three forms: 
 
 Flipbook - The most environmentally friendly publication 
is an online HTML5 Flipbook. The advantages of Flipbooks 
are fewer dead trees, no printing costs, and no distribution 
hassles. The Flipbook format allows scrolling from one 
page to the next, increasing or reducing viewing size and 
sharing content with friends. It is also mobile friendly! 
 
PDF downloads – From the Flipbook viewer, a PDF version 
can be downloaded to your device. You can carry a copy of 
the Fish ID or Fishing Regulations on your mobile device for 
easy access anywhere, anytime. Printed versions (or 
smaller sections of each) can be made from the 
downloaded copy. 
 
Hardcopy Request – Printed versions are available, upon 
request, and will be mailed to the person’s home. The 
advantages of an original are many and personal. I prefer 
the look, feel and convenience of a nice paper copy.  
 
We ask that you direct as many people as possible to these 
resources and not hand out publications indiscriminately. 
Printing and distribution costs of these materials are 
avoidable and waste reduction is possible. As in the case of 
the Going Fishing publication, the 5,000 that were printed 
will last less than a year if set out for countertop 
distribution. For the benefit of our educational programs 
budget, we need this printing to last many years. 
 
See this website for publications that are currently 
available; http://outdoornebraska.gov/brochurerequests/ 

 Going Fishing 
 Nebraskaland Magazine’s Fishing the Metro 
 Nebraskaland Magazine’s Fishing the Sandhills 
 Fishing Across Nebraska: A guide to public fishing 

the I-80 corridor 
 Trout Fishing in Nebraska’s Streams 
 Carp-O-Rama Handbook 
 Common Fishes of Nebraska: an identification 

guide (Hardcopy Request only) 
 Annual Fishing Guide 

 

Bowfishers of Nebraska 
By YFI, Rich Porter <bwfsh@yahoo.com> 
  
What happens when a group of people start competing 
year after year in a bowfishing tournament? Well, through 
natural progression a club forms. In a sense, the founding 
members of the club just wanted to spread the word about 

what a great outdoor sport bowfishing is. Now 10 years 
later with over 1800 members you can see it’s become 
more than just a good ole boys club. 

 In the beginning there 
was just one bow 
fishing tournament in 
Nebraska. The Carp-O-
Rama began over 30 
years ago and was held 
on DeSoto Bend 
National Wildlife 
Refuge. We shot 
common carp, buffalo, 
gar and the occasional 
grass carp. Two man 
teams were the norm 
and all manner of boats 
and setups were used. 
One favorite was a Jon boat with a kitchen table ratchet 
strapped to the front so the shooters could be elevated. 
With the 2 table legs cut down in the front and the longer 
legs left original in the back it was a sight to see. 

Being elevated during daylight hours helps the archer see 
deeper into the water and further out from their location. 
Being high during the night makes little difference except 
there is less water for your arrow to pass through on its 
way to the target.  

The tournament still exists to this day. On May 12th over 
200 participants will take to the waters of the Missouri 
River and area lakes looking to compete and have more 
weight than the others. Hosted by the Cottonwood Cove 
Marina near Blair, NE it has become the region’s largest 
bowfishing tournament. Typical totals range between 7000 
lbs. to the record of 26,000 lbs. of invasive species removed 
from our public waterways. 

There are now a total of 5 tourney’s held by the Bowfishers 
of Nebraska.  

 Carp-O-Rama by Blair, NE.  

 Upper Missouri Shoot near Wynot, NE.  

 Lewis and Clark Reservoir by Crofton, NE.  

 Johnson Reservoir and canal system by Lexington, 

NE   

 Lake McConaughy by Ogallala, NE.  

Each shoot varies in formats and species harvested. Teams 
now consist of up to 4 persons and the competition is 
pretty fierce. Of course there is a great amount of joking 
with each other and having a general good time. 

http://outdoornebraska.gov/brochurerequests/
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The boats have gotten bigger and better over the years. 
You may have seen one being trailered down the road or 
out on the water. With an elevated shooting deck off the 
bow, possibly all kinds of lights so they can shoot fish at 
night. The biggest trolling motor money can buy maybe 
even a huge fan to push it through shallow waters. Boats 
have changed but the boat names linger on. Team Impale a 
Scale, Rough Fish Regulators, Death Down Under, Carpzilla 
and Carp Hog to name a few. 

  Needed equipment for bowfishing. 

 Polarized Sunglasses 

 Bow with a heavy duty arrow rest 

 Bowfishing Arrows 

 Bowfishing reel 

Now those are the basics you can simply go walk the bank 
or wade the shallows with the gear mentioned above. Once 
you move forward from the basics it becomes more 
advanced in equipment. Specific bowfishing bows, boats, 
lights and all sorts of gear keep the bowfishing industry in 
constant development of the next best thing. 

The club is also heavily involved in the Nebraska 
Bowfishing Mentored youth program. With a program in 
Ponca, NE and another held at DeSoto Bend National 
Refuge. This is a great program that teaches young archers 
the fundamentals of bowfishing while getting the 
opportunity to take those skills straight to the water. 

Along with education 
and training the youth, 
expanding 
opportunities is the 
key to getting them 
involved. There are 
many lakes and some 
portions of the river 
that are closed to 
bowfishing. Most 
young people need to 
have lake shores, creeks and rivers to walk while stalking 
their prey. Opening the closed areas will benefit that 
accessibility and give our new young Bowfishers improved 
chances for long term development.  

A quick search online and you can come up with many 
places to learn more. Here are a few favorites. 

 Bowfishers of Nebraska  

 Nebraska Bow Fishing Mentor Program 

 Bowfishing Association of America 

Outdoornebraska.org 
By Daryl Bauer, NGPC Staff 
There is no doubt we live in the information age.  Much of 
that information is delivered via the internet right to our 
electronic devices.  Never has so much knowledge been 
readily available to so many.  In fact, it can be 
overwhelming. 

The Nebraska Game & Parks has a presence on the internet 
and there is a wealth of information to be found on their 
webpage, Outdoornebraska.org.  The main homepage 
highlights current news and information and provides links 
to hunting, fishing, and parks. 

On the main fishing page there are links to fishing events, 
fish species, fishing waters, fishing techniques, fisheries 
projects, fishing guides and reports.  There is a database of 
fish stockings, contour maps of many Nebraska waters, 
updates on Aquatic Habitat projects, and blogs from some 
of Nebraska’s most knowledgeable outdoor experts. 

Of course you can use the webpage to buy a permit and 
read the rules and regulations, but there is much, much 
more.  Start at the main page, “click” and explore, or use 
the search box to find what you are looking for. 

 

Fishing Guide Info 
By Daryl Bauer, NGPC Staff 
Surveys of anglers have consistently shown that the annual 
Fishing Guide is an important source of information.  Over 
the years, the Fishing Guide usually has been published on 
an annual basis, but there have been times when it was 
printed for a two-year period. 

Most anglers know that the Fishing Guide contains the 
fishing rules and regulations, but there is a wealth of 
information included in addition to those important details.  
Fish identification aids, paddlefish applications, state 
records and master angler awards, aquatic invasive species 
information, ice fishing primer, and length-weight tables 
for commonly-caught fish also can be found in the 2018 
Guide.  Contact information for fisheries staff and 
conservation officers is included in every year’s Fishing 
Guide. 

One of the most useful sections of the annual Fishing 
Guide is the back section, the list of public fishing waters.  
Each public waterbody, location, fish species, special 
regulations and other notes are listed by region in the 
public waters section.  In addition, waters specially 
designated as family friendly and handicap-accessible are 
noted there. 


